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My Fellow Members, 
 
With a vaccine for Covid just around the corner, we all must 
think about how and when this vaccine will be distributed and 
how long it will take us to get back to “normal.” Having access 
to the vaccine will involve transportation by air. See this video 
and observe the enormous undertaking and logistics to 
accomplish this task.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byW1GExQB84 
 
GHAFI held a movie night at KTME in November showing 
“Bob Hoover: Flying the Feathered Edge.” All who attended 
had a great time. GHAFI has invested in a portable projector 
which will enable us to present some interesting entertainment 
at other airports and facilities. If Members have any 
suggestions for future events, please let us know. We invite 
you all to participate! 
 
Our GHAFI Christmas party is Saturday, December 5. You are 
all invited and should have received an invitation via 
email.  See the details in the “Secretary’s Letter “and “Flight 
Plan” sections in this Newsletter.  We look forward to having a 
festive time! 
 
Fly safe, stay safe and have a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!! 
 
Robert “Robbie” Boettcher  
President 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 The Holiday Season is upon us, and we anticipate a great turn 
out for the annual GHAFI Christmas party. Thanks to all who 
have responded thus far. For those who have not replied, 
please do so as soon as possible so we can plan accordingly. 
The date for celebration is Saturday, December 5 at 6 p.m. at 
West Houston Airport Terminal Building, 18000 Groschke 
Road, Houston, TX 77084. Please see “Flight Plan” for details. 
 
GHAFI will provide a ham, and we ask everyone to bring a 
favorite side dish or dessert. GHAFI will provide Coke, Diet 
Coke, Sprite and water. If you prefer harder spirits, please 
BYOB. 
 
Your lanyard to go with your new GHAFI name tag can be 
picked up at the party. If you have not received your name tag 
which was sent by US mail, please let me know. 
 
We understand and appreciate some of you are continuing to 
distance yourselves due to the COVID situation. Hopefully 
these conditions will end soon. Please enjoy the holidays and 
stay safe and healthy! 
 
Carol Brackley, Secretary 
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GHAFI Christmas Party 

 
Saturday, 5 December 2020 

6:00 p.m. 
 

West Houston Airport (KIWS) 
18000 Groschke Road 
Houston, Texas  77084 

Upstairs in the Main Terminal 
 

Ham provided by GHAFI 
Soft drinks (Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, water) provided 

BYOB anything harder 
 

Please bring a favorite side dish or dessert 
 
 

All GHAFI members and families are invited to attend. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Local Podcast of Note 
 

There’s a new (as of September) local podcast you 
might give a listen.  It’s called Behind the Prop, from 

Wally Mulhearn (DPE) and Bobby Doss (United Flight 
Systems).  They give their unique perspectives on GA.  

https://www.behindtheprop.com/ 



From AOPA ePilot Training, a column about radio calls that 
should only be made by ATC—but aren’t 
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2020/
november/24/training-tip-dont-just-sit-there 

From FAA Safety Briefing—#FlySafe GA Safety Enhancement 
Topic:  CFIT 
https://medium.com/faa/controlled-flight-into-terrain-
cdaa3eeb1806 

General Aviation News has another disturbing incident report 
that happened landing on the runway  at a non-towered airport 
https://generalaviationnews.com/2020/11/25/sonex-lands-on-
top-of-another-airplane/ 

Aviation eBrief brings a Vietnam vet who finds his wings in a 
Huey 50 years later (rather emotional read for some of us) 
https://www.itemonline.com/news/local_news/still‐crazy‐
after‐all‐these‐years/article_8239ac37‐c528‐5481‐9fd8‐
1f99d436ba49.html 
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For Instructors, Their Students, All Pilots 

EAA Webinars: 

RANS S-21 Outbound, All Metal All Purpose 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 1 December 

Greg Hughes and Rob Heap 

Good Eyes, Great Catch! 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 2 December 

Mike Busch 

Aerobatic Airplanes Made Affordable and Enjoyable 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 8 December 
Bruce Mamont & Renee Brilhante 

Hot Topics in Aviation Medical Certification 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 9 December 

Dr. Steve Leonard, Donald R. Andersen, Greg Reigel, 
and Patrick Floyd 

Night Flight 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 16 December 

Phil Lightstone 

For more information: 
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-

webinars 

FAA Webinar: 

Pro Tips for CFI’s 
Risk Based Flight Reviews Unfolded 

7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 9 December 
Levi Eastlick, Jurg Grossenbacher 

Registration URL 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/4318257562035782159 

Webinar ID:  971-613-267 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 

containing information about joining the webinar 

Social Flight: 

For a full listing of all the webinars listed at Social Flight, 
click this link: 

https://www.socialflight.com/search.php 
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Calendar of December Events: 

Santa’s List Day 4 December 2020 
Repeal (21st Amendment) Day 5 December 2020 
GHAFI Annual Christmas Party 5 December 2020 
Pearl Harbor Day 7 December 2020 
    (Also International Civil Aviation Day) 
Christmas Card Day 9 December 2020 
Bill of Rights Day 15 December 2020 
Nat’l Chocolate Covered Anything Day 17 December 2020 
    (What’s not to like on this one?) 
Bake Cookies Day 18 December 2020 
Go Caroling Day 20 December 2020 
Winter Solstice 22 December 2020 
Christmas Eve 24 December 2020 
Christmas 25 December 2020 
Boxing Day 28 December 2020 
New Year’s Eve 31 December 2020 
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Aviation Weather Products—A Priority Topic of the 
GAJSC  

(01-Dec-2020) - This presentation will present a video by Delia 
Colvin identifying several best weather products for obtaining 
information to plan for a safe flight, and to avoid dangerous 
weather along the route of flight. 

 

Safety lessons from insurance company accident claim 
files.  

(01-Dec-2020) - This lively webinar will feature a series of 
photos, culled from actual Avemco claim files, along with claim 
data specific to Avemco records. 

 

Safety Briefing + FAA Topic of the Month WINGS credit  

(03-Dec-2020) - Varying topics on Safety Briefing plus FAA 
Topic of the Month for WINGS credit 

 

FAA and industry will conduct a public education 
campaign emphasizing the safety benefits of Aircraft 
Performance Monitoring  

(03-Dec-2020) - Aircraft Flight Manuals (AFMs) are a 
wonderful source of information and are an absolutely critical 
tool in safely operating your aircraft. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Seven Ways an Instrument Rating Will Make You a Better 
Pilot—AOPA You Can Fly.  

(10-Dec-2020) - Presented by Keith West, with Chris Moser 
and Pablo Maurelia. So you know your local flying area as well 
as your backyard and can recite the menu for every airport 
restaurant within a hundred miles. 

 
The Florida Aviation Network hosts the 'Plane Time' Live 
Broadcast! Free to Attend!  

(12-Dec-2020) - The Florida Aviation Network (FAN) is 
broadcasting this popular aviation safety talk show that is 
recorded 'Live'. 

 

Post Maintenance Engine Failures—GAJSC MX Topic of 
the Quarter 

(16-Dec-2020) - This presentation is a list of accidents that 
illustrate the most popular mistakes that cause engines to 
quit.  

. 

Beyond the Preflight;  

(16-Dec-2020) - This webinar begins with an examination of 
aircraft systems as viewed by an A&P mechanic and CFI 
during preflight inspection. 
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There are numerous aviation resources available free on the 
web, easily available for CFIs, their students, and pilots in 
general.  Here are a few: 
 
From the FAA, the WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program, full of 
safety seminars that can help you earn credits for your next 
Flight Review: 
https://www.faasafety.gov/wings/pub/learn_more.aspx 
 
FAA From the Flight Deck video series: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PL5vHkqHi51DSNpsBC8nb8Q8gFcGVmWhGA 
Learn more at: 
https://www.faa.gov/go/FromTheFlightDeck  
 
AOPA Air Safety Institute: 
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCq4urPJHPbzOsQsgxYKGd2A 
 
Kathryn’s Report (accident information): 
http://www.kathrynsreport.com/ 
 
Air Facts Journal:  Now a part of Sporty’s Pilot Shop, originally 
started in 1938, this is full of information for all pilots.  As they 
say, “the journal for personal air travel—by pilots, for pilots.” 
https://airfactsjournal.com/ 
 
Sporty’s iPad Pilot News:  No matter which app you use, 
especially if you use either ForeFlight or Garmin Pilot, this has 
all kind of tips. 
https://ipadpilotnews.com/ 
 
EAA’s YouTube channel:  This channel is full of videos of all 
types and is well worth bookmarking: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCE1iYTfGLjpCMLLzZfDaXbg 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you written a book? Do you have a vested interest in an 
aviation service/club of any type? Do you want to share this 
information with our readers?  
 
Contact Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net and let her know 
pertinent information (book titles; links related to purchasing; 
affiliations with companies or services; links to websites.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should one of your student pilots fall under SEVP (Student and 
Exchange Visitor Program), this is important information. 
 
SEVP has now modified temporary exemptions for 
nonimmigrant students taking online courses during fall 2020 
semester.  Please see this URL:  
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-
exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-
during  
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President  Robert Boettcher  robtboet@gmail.com 

Vice Pres.  Gary Whitfield  gw@garywhitfield.com 

Secretary  Carol Brackley  carolav8@att.net 

Treasurer  Harry Johnson  hjohnson@usflightclub.com 

Directors  Mike Barksdale  barksdale787@gmail.com 

   Granville Lasseter II (G2)  giiswa@aol.com 

   Rick Rawlings  ricksdpemail@gmail.com 

   Sally Sims  sssims@mac.com 

   Greg White  gpwhite73@att.net 

Associate. 
Director 

Susan Haass  flyingpyrs@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Tim Vogt  vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
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We currently have 45 Members of GHAFI. We collect dues to 
assist in presenting safety meetings and other events of 
interest throughout the year. We appreciate your participation. 
Please contact Carol Brackley, GHAFI Secretary, 
carolav8@att.net to confirm your membership status. 
 
Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining GHAFI. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive 
page.  This will contain documents, newsletters, event 
photos etc.  The more we have the better this will be.  If you 
have any documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please 
send to Carol Brackley.  Send digital items by 
email: carolav8@att.net; send hard copies and printed 
photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, Katy TX 77449. Your 
assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors (GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.net 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI? 
Get a discount by using the code GHAFI when paying dues.                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking 
for something or selling something, let us help.  Also, 
business classified ads are very reasonably priced  Contact 
Carol for details. 

FOR SALE:  RV9A Quick Build Kit 

This is a quick build kit for an RV-9A originally ordered in 
2003; I purchased in 2017.  The empennage is mostly 
finished; there are the Quick Build fuselage and wings.  
Quite a bit has been done on the fuselage; some work has 
been done on the wings.  Asking price is $22,500. 

Included are a brand new (at the time of purchase) ASI, two 
fuel gauges, and voltmeter, all Van’s, are included.  Most of 
the small parts have now been sorted into labeled drawers; 
the containers with the drawers will be included.   The 
cockpit was originally painted white; it has been repainted a 
smoke gray; cans of the spray paint are included.   

Most of the kit, fuselage, etc., is in my garage workshop, the 
wings, wing tips, ailerons are in my hangar; the wooden 
cradles holding the hangar items are included.  Here is a 
link to photos:  http://theaviatorcave.com/forsale/ 

~Susan Haass, flyingpyrs@gmail.com, 713-385-6123 
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All GHAFI members, has it been 50 years since your first 
solo? If so, you may be eligible for the Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award even if you have not been flying in 
recent years. If you think you may be eligible and have 
not already received this award, GHAFI would like to 
assist in getting it for you. 

Please contact Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net if you 
think you may be eligible or if you have any other ques-
tions about this. 
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The Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors seeks to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display their 
wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work togeth-
er toward a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that 
may inspire common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education 
and promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as other group activities that may be undertaken by the Associa-
tion; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

 
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. 
Other quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral 
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 1908.  

GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the industry that has given so much to us. 


