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My Fellow Members, 
 
GHAFI continues to achieve goals during these unusual times. 
 
The Board met this month and I'm pleased to announce that 
many goals set for GHAFI have been accomplished. Our 
future is promising and GHAFI is on a positive path for 
success. 
 
The second annual Drone Safety Awareness Week (DSAW) is 
November 16-22. Several virtual webinars will occur that week 
over a variety of subjects. The demand for quality flight 
instruction for UAS is here. Now is the time to review 
regulations and practices concerning UAS. More information 
about DSAW can be found here. https://www.faa.gov/uas/
resources/events_calendar/drone_safety_awareness/ 
 
A fun “Movie Night” featuring the Bob Hoover movie “Flying 
the Feathered Edge” is scheduled for Saturday, November 14 
at Houston Executive Airport (KTME). The event is free for 
Members and their families. Snacks and food will be furnished. 
See details under “Flight Plan” in this newsletter. 
 
A list of GHAFI CFIs has been published on the GHAFI 
website. Please take advantage of the opportunity to use your 
GHAFI affiliation and contact Carol Brackley with your 
information.  
 
The Board elected to postpone the designing and ordering of 
GHAFI business cards at this time. When we decide to move 
forward with this task, business cards will be available for 
purchase by all interested Members. 
 
A few Board Members have been practicing creating aviation 
related YouTube videos. GHAFI intends to develop an 
informative YouTube line-up soon. 
 
A special thanks to West Houston Airport for providing 
complimentary membership badges to all Members of GHAFI. 
Membership badges will allow Members to provide proof of 
membership and a way of identifying each other at future 
events. Badges have been mailed to each Member at the 
addresses on file. You may pick up a lanyard for your badge at 
either Movie Night or the Christmas Party. 
 
The Board voted to implement a fiscal year for GHAFI. The 
fiscal year will coincide with the Association’s elections and 
give the President and Board Members a better determination 
of financial status of the organization.  
 
 

 

 
 
  
An interesting video on how the airlines have changed routes 
and schedules because of Covid can be found here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_rXhuaI0W8 
 
Stay Safe and Fly Safe! 
 
Robert “Robbie” Boettcher  
President 
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GHAFI Movie Night 

 
Saturday, 14 November 2020 

“Flying the Feathered Edge—The Bob Hoover Project” 
5:00 p.m. 

 
Houston Executive Airport (KTME) 

1900 Cardiff Rd., Brookshire, TX 77423 
US Flight Club Hangar 

3rd row facing south at far east end 
 

Hot Dogs provided by GHAFI 
Free to members and their Families 

 

 
GHAFI Christmas Party 

 
Saturday, December 5, 2020 

6:00 pm 
West Houston Airport 

Save the Date 



 

 

GHAFI Board of Directors Meeting was held on October 20, 
2020. Your Board continues to be active during this Covid 
period. The website is a work in progress. New pages include 
links to other aviation groups, a database of GHAFI 
independent instructors and area flight schools. The Board 
Member profiles will be included shortly. Check it out http://
ghafi.net 
 
For your convenience PayPal will soon be listed on the 
website as an alternative for paying member dues. 
 
Effective November 1, 2020, GHAFI CFI members will have 
access to the Redbird simulator located at West Houston 
Airport. Contact Carol for further information. 
 
Board Member, Greg White, is the new Social Media 
Coordinator. He will be Administrator of the GHAFI Facebook 
page. This Facebook page will allow public viewing.  Any 
contributions to our GHAFI page must be done by contacting 
Greg.  
 
The Board discussed future scheduling for 2021 training 
sessions/safety meetings. It is our hope to begin January 2021 
with in-person meetings. If this is not feasible then we will have 
our presentation via Zoom. The bi-monthly meetings will be 
held Thursday evenings in January, March, May, July, 
September and November. 
 
Plans for the Christmas party have been finalized. The party 
will be held Saturday, December 5, at 6:00 pm. at West 
Houston Airport, Terminal Building upstairs. GHAFI will 
purchase a ham, and each person is asked to bring a side dish 
or dessert. Evites with full details will be sent in mid-
November.  
 
Carol Brackley, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
 

A quick way to get instant weather reports on your phone: 

 
1. Send a text to 358782 
2. MT airport code PT  (e.g. MT KCXO PT) 
3. MT will give you the METAR  
4. T will get the TAF 
5. Airport code for the airport you want 
6. PT gives you plain  text 
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For Instructors, Their Students, All Pilots 

EAA Webinars: 
 

Van’s RV-14  
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 3 November 

Greg Hughes and Rob Heap 
 

Your Engine’s Lifeblood 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 4 November 

Mike Busch 
 

The International Aerobatic Club Turns 50 Years Old 
and It’s a Golden Birthday! 

7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 10 November 
Mike Heuer and Lorrie Penner 

 
True or Magnetic? 

7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 11 November 
Prof H. Paul Shuch 

 
Cockpit Power Management 

7:00 p.m., Wednesday, 18 November 
Phil Lightstone 

 
For more information, please click here: 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-
webinars 

 
Sporty’s Webinars: 

 
Flight Simulators—What Pilots Need to Know 

4:00 p.m., Thursday, 19 November 
 
 

Social Flight: 
 

For a full listing of all the webinars listed at Social Flight, 
click this link: 

https://www.socialflight.com/search.php 

C  

 
Calendar of November Events: 

 
Aviation History Month  

 
All Saint’s Day 1 November 2020 
All Soul’s Day 2 November 2020 
     (together they are Dios Los Muertos) 
Use Your Common Sense Day 4 November 2020 
     (should have been same as Election Day) 
Chaos Never Dies Day 9 November 2020 
     (or was that Election Day?) 
Veteran’s Day 11 November 2020 
GHAFI Movie Night 14 November 2020 
Thanksgiving 26 November 2020 
 



 

 

 
 
 

A Rusty Pilots Webinar (04-Nov-2020, 10-Nov-
2020, 14-Nov-2020) - Once a Pilot, Always a Pilot 
 
Understand the Airspace We All Share to Help 
Keep Everyone Safe and in Regulatory 
Compliance.  (04-Nov-2020) - First in a series of 
webinars supporting National Drone Safety 
Awareness Week 2020 
 
Safety Briefing plus FAA Topic of the Month for 
WINGS credit (05-Nov-2020, 19-Nov-2020) - 
Varying topics on Safety Briefing plus FAA Topic of 
the Month for WINGS credit 
 
In this webinar Captain Gary Schank will share 
some of his best tips on the finer points of IFR 
flying. (05-Nov-2020) - A fun and informative look 
at an airline pilot’s tips on the finer points of IFR 
flying and operating your aircraft within the ATC 
system 
 
Identifying and mitigating factors that can increase 
the risks of holiday travel in general aviation 
airplanes. (05-Nov-2020) - Late fall and early 
winter find us planning travel to celebrate various 
holidays with family and friends 
 
CFIT (09-Nov-2020) - All too often, a perfectly 
good pilot flies a perfectly good airplane into the 
not-so-perfectly good ground. Tonight we discuss 
why this happens and how to prevent it. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
AOPA puts the  Nall Reports on the Air Safety Institute 
Accident Analysis section: 
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute/
accident-analysis/joseph-t-nall-report/nall-report-figure-view?
category=all&year=2017&condition=all&report=true 
 
From Sporty’s, an excellent column on ground reference 
maneuvers and why we do them: 
https://studentpilotnews.com/2020/10/05/whats-the-point-of-
ground-reference-maneuvers/?
trk_msg=2UNDAS9POH5KJ1D32DUIAVQ9F0&trk_contact=E
B1LEAVKU4R00VJ6F506BCENUG&trk_sid=JSQCV9FJJ9SI7
JAAIBUI553AOG&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=Email&ut
m_term=READ+MORE&utm_campaign=A20101C&utm_conte
nt=Fast+Five+-+October+10 
 
From Air Facts Journal, a  cautionary tale on weather: 
https://airfactsjournal.com/2020/10/racing-to-columbus/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
In Search of the Perfect Landing (11-Nov-2020) - A 
presentation and discussion of techniques to achieve 
good landings in CAP Cessna aircraft. 
 
CFI Andy Miller will discuss why you need a POH, 
what it contains, how to use it, and what to do if you 
don't have one. (14-Nov-2020) - Do you know what's 
in the Pilot Operating Handbook (POH) of the aircraft 
you are operating? Do you even have a POH? 
Maybe you have an owner's manual instead 
 
Drone airspace (16-Nov-2020) - Pilots of drones 
have to share the air with pilots of things that are 
much larger, heavier, faster and louder. Tonight we 
will look at where to fly and where not to fly 
 
Safety Briefing plus FAA Topic of the Month for 
WINGS credit (19-Nov-2020) - Web Only Safety 
Briefing plus FAA Topic of the Month for WINGS 
credit 
 
Recreational drone flying (22-Nov-2020) - It's all fun 
and games until someone loses a $2000 quad-copter 
with a Go-Pro..... 
 
IFR Flying Mastery Pro Tips \\& Tricks (24-Nov-2020) 
- Learn 10 Pro Tips to Master Single Pilot IFR and 
make your IFR flying much easier and safer 
 
Stabilized Approaches and Go Arounds (30-Nov-
2020) - The most important skill a flight instructor 
must have is being able to teach how to approach 
and land safety, and how to get out of there if landing 
safely isn't going to happen 
 
 
 

 

Also from Air Facts, a well-done column on icing: 
https://airfactsjournal.com/2020/10/icing-diversions-an-
overlooked-threat/?
trk_msg=ABOTT7GVECO4B4IN3NEUHRUKJ8&trk_contact=
EB1LEAVKU4R00VJ6F506BCENUG&trk_sid=I11JGMOCOM
H7RI03SPAMGJ3I98&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=Em
ail&utm_term=READ+MORE&utm_campaign=A20102C&utm
_content=Fast+Five+-+October+17 
 
And, just for fun: 
https://airfactsjournal.com/2020/09/high-wing-or-low-wing-ask-
mother-nature/?
trk_msg=GA5B5HQTT8N4D14O4QB7JR9CPC&trk_contact=
EB1LEAVKU4R00VJ6F506BCENUG&trk_sid=JTOGTKR5ST
G33PMGP5B0RCN944&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=E
mail&utm_term=READ+MORE&utm_campaign=F20101A&ut
m_content=Learning+To+Fly+High+After+Loss 
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There are numerous aviation resources available free on the 
web, easily available for CFIs, their students, and pilots in 
general.  Here are a few: 
 
From the FAA, the WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program, full of 
safety classes that can help you earn credit for your next Flight 
Review: 
https://www.faasafety.gov/wings/pub/learn_more.aspx 
 
FAA From the Flight Deck video series: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PL5vHkqHi51DSNpsBC8nb8Q8gFcGVmWhGA 
Learn more at: 
https://www.faa.gov/go/FromTheFlightDeck  
 
AOPA Air Safety Institute: 
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCq4urPJHPbzOsQsgxYKGd2A 
 
Kathryn’s Report (accident information): 
http://www.kathrynsreport.com/ 
 
Air Facts Journal:  Now a part of Sporty’s Pilot Shop, originally 
started in 1938, this is full of information for all pilots.  As they 
say, “the journal for personal air travel—by pilots, for pilots” 
https://airfactsjournal.com/ 
 
Sporty’s iPad Pilot News:  No matter which app you use, 
especially if you use either ForeFlight or Garmin Pilot, this has 
all kind of tips. 
https://ipadpilotnews.com/ 
 
EAA’s YouTube channel:  This channel is full of videos of all 
types and is well worth bookmarking: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCE1iYTfGLjpCMLLzZfDaXbg 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The annual celebration of aviation here in Houston, Wings 
Over Houston, courtesy of the Commemorative Air Force, was 
held the weekend of 9-11 October.  As with everything this 
Year of the Wuhan Flu, it was different.  The event was set up 
as a drive-in airshow.  Photos can be found at the back of this 
newsletter, both from the pros and from our own Mike 
Barksdale, who works each year with the participating service 
show teams. 
 
Kudos to the CAF for a job well done. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board has decided to include a page on our website to be 
entitled “Member Publications and Services”. 
 
Have you written a book? If so, please provide your name, book 
title and a link to purchase said book.  Do you have a vested 
interest in an aviation service/club of any type? If so, please 
provide your name, affiliation with said company or service, and 
a link to its website. 
 
Provide the information to Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should one of your student pilots fall under SEVP (Student and 
Exchange Visitor Program), this is important information. 
 
SEVP has now modified temporary exemptions for 
nonimmigrant students taking online courses during fall 2020 
semester.  Please see this URL:  
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-
exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-
during  
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President  Robert Boettcher  robtboet@gmail.com 

Vice Pres.  Gary Whitfield  gw@garywhitfield.com 

Secretary  Carol Brackley  carolav8@att.net 

Treasurer  Harry Johnson  hjohnson@usflightclub.com 

Directors  Mike Barksdale  barksdale787@gmail.com 

   Granville Lasseter II (G2)  giiswa@aol.com 

   Rick Rawlings  ricksdpemail@gmail.com 

   Sally Sims  sssims@mac.com 

   Greg White  gpwhite73@att.net 

Associate.  
Director 

Susan Haass  flyingpyrs@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Tim Vogt  vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
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Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 45 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive 
page.  This will contain documents, newsletters, event 
photos etc.  The more we have the better this will be.  If you 
have any documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please 
send to Carol Brackley.  Send digital items by 
email: carolav8@att.net; send hard copies and printed 
photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, Katy TX 77449. Your 
assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors (GHAFI) 
19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 

Houston, TX 77084 
www.ghafi.net 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 

 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking 
for something or selling something, let us help.  Also, 
business classified ads are very reasonably priced  Contact 
Carol for details. 

FOR SALE:  RV9A Quick Build Kit 

This is a quick build kit for an RV-9A originally ordered in 
2003; I purchased in 2017.  The empennage is mostly 
finished; there are the Quick Build fuselage and wings.  
Quite a bit has been done on the fuselage; some work has 
been done on the wings.  Asking price is $22,500. 

Included are a brand new (at the time of purchase) ASI, two 
fuel gauges, and voltmeter, all Van’s, are included.  Most of 
the small parts have now been sorted into labeled drawers; 
the containers with the drawers will be included.   The 
cockpit was originally painted white; it has been repainted a 
smoke gray; cans of the spray paint are included.   

Most of the kit, fuselage, etc., is in my garage workshop, the 
wings, wing tips, ailerons are in my hangar; the wooden 
cradles holding the hangar items are included.  Here is a 
link to photos:  http://theaviatorcave.com/forsale/ 

~Susan Haass, flyingpyrs@gmail.com, 713-385-6123 
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All GHAFI members, has it been 50 years since your first 
solo? If so, you may be eligible for the Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award even if you have not been flying in 
recent years. If you think you may be eligible and have 
not already received this award, GHAFI would like to 
assist in getting it for you. 

Please contact Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net if you 
think you may be eligible or if you have any other ques-
tions about this. 



GHAFI M  

The Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors seeks to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display their 
wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work togeth-
er toward a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that 
may inspire common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education 
and promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as other group activities that may be undertaken by the Associa-
tion; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

 
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. 
Other quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral 
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 1908.  

GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the industry that has given so much to us. 
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GHAFI’s primary contribution to  

Wings over Houston, 

Mike Barksdale 


