
www.ghafi.net  Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors

 
 
 
My Fellow Members, 
 
I hope you are all doing as well as can be while the Covid-19 
situation still has most of us under lockdown. 
 
There has been a slight tweak to the format of the newsletter. 
During times we have had board meetings, the secretary will 
write up a section concerning the minutes and outcomes of the 
board meetings. We believe that splitting up the newsletter 
sections will be a more user-friendly format to our members. 
The “Secretary’s Report” will be a more in depth description of 
GHAFI business and progress. The report will also allow 
readers who only want to read about GHAFI news now can go 
to that specific section in the newsletter for details. This will 
leave the President's Message open for a more general 
newsletter section. Before COVID hit, the President's message 
was used to discuss GHAFI business as well as general news 
about aviation, aviation history and current aviation events. 
We hope you find the new format helpful.    
 
Quarterly and Special meetings 

The quarterly meeting took place and was well attended. It 
was the first board meeting for our newest board member, G2. 
New decisions about the future of GHAFI were discussed 
towards the end of the meeting. However, due to time 
constraints, I have called a special meeting to discuss the 
future role of GHAFI. See the Secretary’s Report for further 
information.  
 
BBQ dinner and Annual meeting  

Due to COVID, our annual events are still postponed; as soon 
as restrictions are lifted, GHAFI will host the Annual dinner. 
We hope to see you all there so we all can remember what we 
all look like. 
 
Member Articles/Stories/Product reviews? 

We would like to start a new section for the newsletter where 
members can write up an article and have it published in the 
newsletter. The article can cover any subject that would be 
useful to our members. If you would like to write an article 
please get in touch with the Secretary or the President for 
more information.  
 
Aviation History 

The Battle of Midway- A YouTube video was produced about a 
year ago covering the Battle of Midway. It was only part 1 and 
many, including myself, have been waiting for the conclusion. 
The final video has finally been uploaded and is now available 
for viewing. If you are an aviation history buff be sure to check 
out the following links.  

 

 
 
  
The Battle of Midway Part 1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bd8_vO5zrjo 
 
The Battle of Midway Part 2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXjydKPcX60 
 
The Battle of Midway Part 3 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHO6xrSF7Sw 
 
 FAA “The Air Up There” podcasts 

If you didn't know, the FAA started a podcast last month. The 
latest one discusses general aviation and how COVID-19 has 
impacted it. For those of you who are unfamiliar with podcasts, 
they are digital audio files that can be downloaded to a device 
for listening. They are great to listen to while performing 
activities such as exercising, working around the house or in a 
waiting room. FAA: “The Air Up There” description: A podcast 
for people who are curious about the wide world of aviation. 
Join the FAA as we nerd out about the future of flight, drones, 
and ways to make the National Airspace System safer, 
smarter, and more efficient. 
https://www.faa.gov/podcasts/ 
 
Fly Safe and Stay Safe! 
 
Robert “Robbie” Boettcher 
President 
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GHAFI Board of Directors Special Meeting 

 
Tuesday, 15 September 2020 

 
7:30 p.m., upstairs conference room 

West Houston Airport terminal building 

NAFI—Right Seat Readiness 
FAA Safety Team Webinar 

 
All participants will be updated on recent changes in 
flight training methodology, regulations, and practical 

examinations 
 

Wednesday, 16 September 2020, 19:00 CDT 
 



 

 

 
GHAFI Board of Directors Meeting was held August 18, 2020. 
Although the COVID restrictions have put a damper on 
conducting meetings and other functions, your board has been 
active and working for you. We discussed numerous items 
which your board has been working on, including various 
updates to the GHAFI website such as board member profiles, 
links to various webinars, links to various other aviation 
groups, and the database of GHAFI independent instructors. 
These should be completed shortly. The website has been 
updated with an additional page called Member Publications. 
Check it out :  http://ghafi.net 
 
GHAFI also now has an updated logo. We hope that you all 
like the new look. We can now move forward with updating 
fliers, newsletter and the website to include the new logo. 
 
We are also in the process of setting up on line payments 
through Zelle and PayPal. These payment links should be on 
the website in the near future. 
 
Some of you may remember Tim Short. GHAFI sponsored 
Tim’s attendance at an FAA aviation conference several years 
ago. Tim’s connections made through that conference led to 
the FAA including Tim’s information relating to angle of attack 
in the new FAA certification standards. We have asked Tim to 
do a write up for the newsletter which we hope to receive from 
him soon. 
 
We have also been working on presentations for the GHAFI 
safety seminars, and will be ready to start up with the 
seminars as soon as restrictions are lifted. 
 
We will be holding a special board meeting in September to 
discuss the subject of what is our purpose, what can we do to 
stay relevant and what can we offer our members.  Watch for 
the report on this meeting in the October newsletter. 
 
Carol Brackley, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus On Runway Safety Discussing Methods With Avoiding 
and Preventing Runway Incursions (on 08‐Sep‐2020)  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/3805324390408675086 
 
Preflight Procedures After the Aircraft Has Undergone 
Maintenance (on 09-Sep-2020)  
https://faavideo.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsd‐
qorzkvGbmDm_rGJeBKIGuo83o7cNk  
 
Darryl M. Anunciado will share tools used by manned aircraft 
to aid in safe UAS operations. (on 15‐Sep‐2020)  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_OGbyjlbsTnKU8Fa45P2GGA  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A look at the positive and negative effects of Norms in aircraft 
maintenance. (on 15-Sep-2020)  
h ps://faavideo.zoomgov.com/mee ng/register/vJItd‐
uvrzsvE4iBvrRAQGWv9Unk87v4Aqg  
 
Safety Briefing plus FAA Topic of the Month for WINGS credit 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76320066099?
pwd=ckZPVFpJV2RGcjlmd29oUXZIa2FlQT09  
Password 008035 
 
Captain Mike Jesch will speak to us about anticipating a variety 
of inflight emergencies. (on 17-Sep‐2020)  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/4735549710793922317 
Webinar ID: 917-576-291 
 
 
 
 

For Instructors, Their Students, Pilots 

EAA Webinars: 
 

Unusual Attitude Training Versus Upset Prevention & 
Recovery Training: What’s the Difference & Why 

Does it Matter? 
 

7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 15 September 
Randy Brooks and Norm Dequier 

 
So You Think You Can Make a 180 Back on Takeoff? 

An In-Depth Look at Engine Failure Options 
 

7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 22 September 
Charlie Precourt, Chris Glaeser, Rick Marshall, Terry 

Lutz 
 

For a full listing, please click here: 
 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-
webinars 

 
Social Flight: 

 
For a full listing of all the webinars listed at Social Flight, 

click this link: 
 

https://www.socialflight.com/search.php 
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On again off again Mooney International is now officially on 
again.  The company has been bought by an investor group 
with an 80% stake in the company, run by Mooney Acclaim 
aircraft owner, pilot, and CEO Jonny Pollack. 
 
Word is that the intent is to support both the new “long-body” 
Acclaim and Ovation models as well as the  older retractables, 
including the M20J models and the “short-body” M20C, -E, -F, 
and –G models. 
 
There is a planned useful load weight increase of 300 to 500 
pounds could conceivably pave the way to, perhaps, a whole 
airplane parachute (Cirrus, anyone?).  We shall watch with 
interest. 
 
Thanks to  David Tullis, AOPA member and writer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are some of the YouTube videos currently on From the 
Flight Deck.  These URLs included below are of Texas area 
airports which many of us fly in and out of.  These would be 
good for CFIs to recommend to their students as helpful prep 
before flying into these airports. 
 
David Wayne Hooks (DWH)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-
kbh4Ic1D4&list=PL5vHkqHi51DSNpsBC8nb8Q8gFcGVmWhG
A&index=4&t=3s 
 
Fort Worth Meacham International (FTW) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HyquKxRp7WQ&list=PL5vHkqHi51DSNpsBC8nb8Q8gFcG
VmWhGA&index=5&t=0s 
 
San Antonio (SAT) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tDR2rKNaQh8&list=PL5vHkqHi51DSNpsBC8nb8Q8gFcGV
mWhGA&index=10&t=0s 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board has decided to include a page on our website to be 
entitled “Member Publications and Services”. 
 
Have you written a book? If so, please provide your name, book 
title and a link to purchase said book.  Do you have a vested 
interest in an aviation service/club of any type? If so, please 
provide your name, affiliation with said company or service, and 
a link to its website. 
 
Provide the information to Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should one of your student pilots fall under SEVP, this is 
important information. 
 
SEVP (Student and Exchange Visitor Program) has now 
modified temporary exemptions for nonimmigrant students 
taking online courses during fall 2020 semester.  Please see 
this URL:  
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-
exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-
during  
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Calendar of September Events: 

 
Labor Day 7 September 2020 
National Beer Lover’s Day 7 September 2020 
Never Forget Patriot Day 11 September 2020 
Airforce Birthday 18 September 2020 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day 18 September 2020 
Autumnal Equinox 22 September 2020 
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President  Robert Boettcher  robtboet@gmail.com 

Vice Pres.  Gary Whitfield  gw@garywhitfield.com 

Secretary  Carol Brackley  carolav8@att.net 

Treasurer  Harry Johnson  hjohnson@usflightclub.com 

Directors  Mike Barksdale  barksdale787@gmail.com 

   Granville Lasseter II (G2)  giiswa@aol.com 

   Rick Rawlings  ricksdpemail@gmail.com 

   Sally Sims  sssims@mac.com 

   Greg White  gpwhite73@att.net 

Associate.  
Director 

Susan Haass  flyingpyrs@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Tim Vogt  vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
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Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 45 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive 
page.  This will contain documents, newsletters, event 
photos etc.  The more we have the better this will be.  If you 
have any documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please 
send to Carol Brackley.  Send digital items by 
email: carolav8@att.net; send hard copies and printed 
photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, Katy TX 77449. Your 
assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors (GHAFI) 
19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 

Houston, TX 77084 
www.ghafi.org 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 

 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking 
for something or selling something, let us help.  Also, 
business classified ads are very reasonable.  Contact Carol 
for details. 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument 
panel, Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel computers, 
altimatic III autopilot. Excellent trainer or long cross country 
aircraft.  Also, basic 1966 Cessna 172, great time builder.  
Contact Ted Miller: hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

FOR SALE:  RV9A Quick Build Kit 

This is a quick build kit for an RV-9A originally ordered in 
2003; I purchased in 2017.  The empennage is mostly 
finished; there are the Quick Build fuselage and wings.  
Quite a bit has been done on the fuselage; some work has 
been done on the wings. 

There are also a number of tools, including: an Avery C-
frame dimpler, rivet gun, angle drill kit, air drill, torque 
wrench, flaring tool, bucking bars, various hand tools 
including Cleco pliers, right and left cut metal shears, rivet 
fan.  Some of these tools were included in my purchase, a 
number of them I bought in 2017-2018.  A brand new (at the 
time of purchase) ASI, two fuel gauges, and voltmeter, all 
Van’s, are included.  Most of the small parts have now been 
sorted into labeled drawers; the containers with the drawers 
will be included.   The cockpit was originally painted white; it 
has been repainted a smoke gray; cans of the spray paint 
are included.  The ATS rivet squeezer seen mounted to the 
bench in the garage is included; the vise, air compressor 
and benches are not included. 

Most of the kit, fuselage, tools, etc., is in my garage 
workshop, the wings, wing tips, ailerons are in my hangar; 
the wooden cradles holding the hangar items are included.  
Here is a link to photos:  http://theaviatorcave.com/forsale/ 

~Susan Haass, flyingpyrs@gmail.com, 713-385-6123 
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All GHAFI members, has it been 50 years since your first 
solo? If so you may be eligible for the Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award even if you have not been flying in 
recent years. If you think you may be eligible and have 
not already received this award, GHAFI would like to 
assist in getting it for you. 

Please contact Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net if you 
think you may be eligible or if you have any other ques-
tions about this. 



GHAFI M  

The Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors seeks to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display their 
wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work togeth-
er toward a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that 
may inspire common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education 
and promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as other group activities that may be undertaken by the Associa-
tion; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

 
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. 
Other quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral 
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 1908.  

GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the industry that has given so much to us. 


