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My Fellow Members, 

Unfortunately there is not much going on with GHAFI with the 
COVID pandemic in full swing. So I've added the usual news 
and events I've run across lately. 

FAA News.  
I know I have posted this news link before but I thought I'd 
include it again in the newsletter. The latest updates from the 
FAA can be found here as well as coronavirus updates. 
https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=94991  

FAASTeam News. 
As you may or may not know the FAASTeam sponsors 
aviation safety webinars. These safety webinars can not only 
help you keep your aviation knowledge current but can also 
offer insight to new ways of flying in different conditions. The in 
person seminars I'm sure we are all familiar with are 
sometimes tailored to a specific geographical location. With 
webinars you can attend subjects from all over the country.   
Please check the “Show only Webinars” and hit the search 
bar. 
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx  

Certification News. 
Over ten years worth of checkrides are now in question. Pilots 
who took a checkride from an examiner in the Ohio area may 
have to be retested. 
https://www.avweb.com/aviation-news/pilots-facing-retests-
after-incompetent-examiner-revealed/  

Events at LSFM. 
If you want to get out of the house but stay in the Houston 
area the Lone Star Flight Museum has added an events list to 
their website.  
https://www.lonestarflight.org/events  

UAS News.  
Recently there have been some security concerns about the 
use of foregn made UAS for government work. Now a new and 
highly-capable US manufactured UAS will be available soon to 
address that concern.  
https://www.skydio.com/pages/skydio-x2  

The World's Oldest Active Pilot and Flight Instructor. 
There is now a new entry in the Guinness book of world records 
for the oldest active pilot and flight instructor at 99 years young! 
https://abc11.com/pilot-oldest-99-year-old-worlds-
active/6336685/ 

 

Expansion at IAH. 
A construction project is underway at Bush Intercontinental, the 
new project will combine terminal D and E and will be the 
largest single construction project undertaken at the airport 
since the airport opened 50 years ago. Completion date for the 
project is set for 2024-2025.  
https://communityimpact.com/houston/lake-houston-humble-
kingwood/development/2020/08/03/13b-airport-plan-could-
bring-international-business-construction-jobs-to-houston-
region/  

Mike Busch Webinar. 
Aviation certainly has its fair share of drama and this example is 
no different. You might want to grab a drink while watching. The 
video provides lessons for pilots, mechanics, and how the legal 
system “works”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRjr8ZBldd8&t=34s 

From the Flight Deck. 
A list of informative videos from the FAA over hotspots using in 
flight cameras and safety lessons. A good resource for pilots in 
training. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PL5vHkqHi51DSNpsBC8nb8Q8gFcGVmWhGA  

Fly Safe and Stay Safe! 

Robert “Robbie” Boettcher 
President 
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GHAFI Board of Directors Meeting 

Tuesday, 18 August 2020 

6:30 social, 7:00 business & dinner 

Sterling Country Club at Houston National 16500 
Houston National Blvd, Houston, TX 77095 

(Take Barker Cypress south off 290, turn east on 
Queenston Blvd.  Houston National is on the east side 

of Queenston.)   



: 

Back in the days BC (Before COVID), ExpressJet partnered 
with us several times on our GHAFI Safety Seminars as a big 
part of our networking and aid in recruiting.  Their people were 
always exuberant about their jobs, and they were always 
willing to come speak to pilots and students about their jobs, 
about Express Jet.  They excelled at recruiting. 

Most of you are probably now aware that United Airlines has 
made the decision to drop ExpressJet and partner only with 
CommutAir for their ERJ-145s.  This is undoubtedly (editor’s 
opinion here) the death knell for ExpressJet.  You can read 
more about it here:  

https://thepointsguy.com/news/united-airlines-to-drop-
expressjet-as-affiliate-threatening-regional-airlines-survival/  

The loss of ExpressJet would make it the fourth US carrier to 
shut down as a result of the pandemic:  Compass Airlines, 
Trans States Airlines, and RavnAir in Alaska.   

These are the darkest days aviation has experienced in a very 
long time.  We will survive, airlines and air travel will survive, 
but we have no idea what the future will hold. 

We wish the best for our friends at ExpressJet. 

Robbie mentioned From the Flight Deck in his President’s 
Message this month.  Here’s one I received notification of from 
the FAAST last month.  This link is included because this one 
happens to be from David Wayne Hooks, and includes a 
number of hot spots and parallel runway concerns.  Any of us 
who have flown in and out of KDWH will be able to appreciate 
this one. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-
kbh4Ic1D4&feature=youtu.be  

For Instructors, Their Students, Pilots 

FAAST Safety Team Seminar: 

Aeronautical Decision Making for Pilots 
10:00 CDT Saturday, 22 August 

United Flight Systems Flight School @ KDWH 
20119A Stuebner Airline Road, Spring, TX  77379 

Social Flight: 

For a full listing of all the webinars listed at Social Flight, 
click this link: 

http://www.socialflight.com/online-search.php?
mode=online_event&search=&searchzoom=0&user=267
4&date_to=&date_from=&search_type=&eventtype=&ev
ent_id=&range=&org=&timeframe=&distance=&allevents

=0&airportsdisplay=N  

Of special interest to CFIs: 

CFI Special Emphasis Webinar—Airworthiness 
Insights for CFIs 

10-11 a.m., Thursday, 13 August

CFI/DPE Open Forum
7-8 p.m., Monday, 17 August

NAFI—Regulations in Plain English 
8-9 pm, Wednesday, 19 August

CFI Special Emphasis Webinar—Performance Maneuver 
Dos and Donts 

10-11 a.m., Thursday, 20 August

CFI Endorsements and Record Keeping  
7–8 p.m., Thursday, 20 August 

CFI Special Emphasis Webinar—WINGS Program 
Updates! 

10-11 a.m., Thursday, 27 August

CFI/DPE Forum 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, 27 August 

EAA Webinars: 
For a full listing, please click here: 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-
webinars  
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Calendar of August Events: 

Annual Perseid Meteor Shower 11-12 August 2020
V-J Day 15 August 2020
Aviation Day 19 August 2020
Ride the Wind Day 23 August 2020
National Dog Day 26 August 2020
International Bacon Day 29 August 2020
Frankenstein Day 30 August 2020
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The August issue of AOPA Pilot magazine has a fascinating 
column from Barry Schiff, retired airline pilot, CFI, Pilot 
magazine contributor, among other things.  This column 
discussed the FAA’s new Aviation Instructor’s Handbook 
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/
aviation/aviation_instructors_handbook/  
 
Apparently, verbiage has changed, and not for the better.  Were 
you aware that “student pilots” are no longer students?  They 
are now “learners.”  For more, please click on this link to 
Schiff’s article, it’s well worth the reading! 
 
https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/aopa/pilot_202008/
index.php#/p/22  
 
And, in case you haven’t looked at it yet, here’s a link to the 
Aviation Instructor’s Handbook: 
 
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/
aviation/aviation_instructors_handbook/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should one of your student pilots fall under SEVP, this is 
important information. 
 
SEVP (Student and Exchange Visitor Program) has now 
modified temporary exemptions for nonimmigrant students 
taking online courses during fall 2020 semester.  Please see 
this URL:  
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-
exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-
during  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New goal of the young. More than 8,500 airmen volunteered to 

join in May alone. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Board has decided to include a page on our website to be 
entitled “Member Publications and Services”. 
 
Have you written a book? If so, please provide your name, book 
title and a link to purchase said book.  Do you have a vested 
interest in an aviation service/club of any type? If so, please 
provide your name, affiliation with said company or service, and 
a link to its website. 
 
Provide the information to Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net. 
 
 
 

  

GHAFI B   D  

President  Robert Boettcher  robtboet@gmail.com 

Vice Pres.  Gary Whitfield  gw@garywhitfield.com 

Secretary  Carol Brackley  carolav8@att.net 

Treasurer  Harry Johnson  hjohnson@usflightclub.com 

Directors  Mike Barksdale  barksdale787@gmail.com 

   Granville Lasseter II (G2)  giiswa@aol.com 

   Rick Rawlings  ricksdpemail@gmail.com 

   Sally Sims  sssims@mac.com 

   Greg White  gpwhite73@att.net 

Associate.  
Director 

Susan Haass  flyingpyrs@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Tim Vogt  vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
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Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 45 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive 
page.  This will contain documents, newsletters, event 
photos etc.  The more we have the better this will be.  If you 
have any documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please 
send to Carol Brackley.  Send digital items by 
email: carolav8@att.net; send hard copies and printed 
photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, Katy TX 77449. Your 
assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors (GHAFI) 
19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 

Houston, TX 77084 
www.ghafi.org 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 

 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking 
for something or selling something, let us help.  Also, 
business classified ads are very reasonable.  Contact Carol 
for details. 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument 
panel, Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel computers, 
altimatic III autopilot. Excellent trainer or long cross country 
aircraft.  Also, basic 1966 Cessna 172, great time builder.  
Contact Ted Miller: hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

FOR SALE:  RV9A Quick Build Kit 

This is a quick build kit for an RV-9A originally ordered in 
2003; I purchased in 2017.  The empennage is mostly 
finished; there are the Quick Build fuselage and wings.  
Quite a bit has been done on the fuselage; some work has 
been done on the wings. 

There are also a number of tools, including: an Avery C-
frame dimpler, rivet gun, angle drill kit, air drill, torque 
wrench, flaring tool, bucking bars, various hand tools 
including Cleco pliers, right and left cut metal shears, rivet 
fan.  Some of these tools were included in my purchase, a 
number of them I bought in 2017-2018.  A brand new (at the 
time of purchase) ASI, two fuel gauges, and voltmeter, all 
Van’s, are included.  Most of the small parts have now been 
sorted into labeled drawers; the containers with the drawers 
will be included.   The cockpit was originally painted white; it 
has been repainted a smoke gray; cans of the spray paint 
are included.  The ATS rivet squeezer seen mounted to the 
bench in the garage is included; the vise, air compressor 
and benches are not included. 

Most of the kit, fuselage, tools, etc., is in my garage 
workshop, the wings, wing tips, ailerons are in my hangar; 
the wooden cradles holding the hangar items are included.  
Here is a link to photos:  http://theaviatorcave.com/forsale/ 

~Susan Haass, flyingpyrs@gmail.com, 713-385-6123 
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All GHAFI members, has it been 50 years since your first 
solo? If so you may be eligible for the Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award even if you have not been flying in 
recent years. If you think you may be eligible and have 
not already received this award, GHAFI would like to 
assist in getting it for you. 

Please contact Carol Brackley at carolav8@att.net if you 
think you may be eligible or if you have any other ques-
tions about this. 
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The Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors seeks to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display their 
wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work togeth-
er toward a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that 
may inspire common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education 
and promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as other group activities that may be undertaken by the Associa-
tion; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

 
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. 
Other quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral 
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 1908.  

GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the industry that has given so much to us. 


