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My fellow members, 
 
Well because everything is locked down and not much has 
been going on, there really hasn't been much going on in 
GHAFI. The only real big news was the flyovers, which 
obviously were time sensitive, so those were put out on blast by 
email. If you did not receive those emails about the flyovers, 
please let us know so we can update our email list. 
 
The Lone Star Flight Museum is set to reopen on Saturday May 
23rd for Memorial Day, normal operating hours are set for June 
1st.  https://lonestarflight.org/lsfm-open-may-23 
 
The FAASTeam will unveil a new website over the next few 
months to better address the training needs for students and to 
help flight instructors address those needs.  Changes include 
an enhanced mobile device design and a data driven approach 
to aviation safety. More details to come soon. 
 
GHAFI will hold a special board meeting on May 19th at 7pm at 
Texas Mesquite Grill in Cypress to discuss how to move 
forward during the Covid-19 pandemic. While this is an open 
meeting for all members to attend, due to restaurant capacity 
restrictions in place, the number of attendees allowed is limited. 
If you would like to attend the in-person meeting, please contact 
Carol Brackley (carolav8@att.net) in advance. A Zoom meeting 
has been set up as a backup should something change that 
would prevent us from having an in-person meeting. If you wish 
to attend the Zoom meeting (if that happens) please contact 
Carol Brackley for details. The submission of your comments 
and concerns can also be submitted to Carol by email.  
 
If any members happened to capture some good photos of the 
flyovers, please send them to the board so we can post them to 
the next newsletter. 
 
Finally, with little going on due to the lock down, I thought I'd 
add a little aviation history in the newsletter. 
 
In honor of the 75th anniversary of VE Day, May 8th, 1945: 
 
The B-17 “Thunderbird” at the Lone Star Flight Museum was 
built on VE-day and therefore never saw combat; she carries 
the markings of another B-17 that flew a total of 112 missions 
over Europe. During the War, and after she completed a tour 
with the original crew, the Thunderbird was used as a “First 
Mission Ship” for new crews for luck as no regular crew 
member was ever injured on a Thunderbird mission. Sadly, the 
actual Thunderbird that flew in World War II was declared 
surplus after the war, flown to Arizona and was scrapped. 
 
A detailed history about the B-17 on display at the Lone Star 
Flight Museum can be found here 
https://www.lonestarflight.org/aircraft/boeing-b-17-flying-fortress 
 
 

 

 
 
 
A detailed history about the actual World War II Thunderbird 
can be found here, including listings of the missions and the 
crews. The website gives a good look into the life of a B-17, 
including the different crews that flew them, the missions they 
were assigned, and some of the mishaps that happened along 
the way. One listing states that it was even involved in a midair 
collision. 
http://www.303rdbg.com/thunderbird/index.html 
 
In remembrance of the 45th anniversary of the fall of Saigon 
and the end of the Vietnam War April 30th, 1975: 
 
On this day, during the Vietnam Evacuation, Operation 
Frequent Wind became the largest helicopter airlift evacuation 
in history with a total of more than 7,000 American, Vietnamese 
and other nationals. The operation was also the first combat 
deployment of the F-14 Tomcat.  
 
Have you ever thought if you could land a single engine Cessna 
on an aircraft carrier or how many people you can squeeze into 
what is basically a Cessna 170? Find out the answers to both of 
those questions here. There is also a short YouTube 
documentary at the bottom of the link’s page detailing this 
event. Note, the webpage also has a few links on the side trying 
to get in touch with former pilots from the Vietnam War, please 
read and share. 
https://cessnabirddog.org/2017/08/the-historic-birddog-carrier-
landing-by-major-buang-ly/ 
 
Fly Safe and Stay Safe! 
Robert “Robbie” Boettcher 
President 
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GHAFI  
Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting 

Tuesday, 19 May 2020 
6:30 p.m. start time – social 

7:00 p.m. dinner and business 
 

Texas Mesquite Grill 
27105 Northwest Freeway 

(290@Mueschke Rd.) 

Cypress, Texas  



 

 

 
As you all know, an HPD helicopter crashed into an apartment 
building office just after 0200 on 2 May 2020.  The pilot, Chase 
Cormier, was critically injured, and Jason Knox, second flight 
crew member, was tragically killed.  Both men, HPD officers, 
have been pilots, members of the aviation community, for a 
number of years.  
 
Chase is a member of US Flight Club, a flight club based at 
Houston Executive, and run by GHAFI Director Harry Johnson.  
We look forward to hearing from Harry about his friend, Chase, 
in a later newsletter. 
 
Meanwhile, we offer our thoughts and prayers for Chase and 
his family, and for the family of Officer Know, whose memorial 
service was held today. 
 
Godspeed, Jason Knox.  Blue skies and tailwinds forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even with all the SIP procedures, April brought about the 
election of a new Board of Directors.  Most of the Board has 
been serving, we have lost some who did serve, and there are 
a couple of new members of the Board.  Here is the current list 
of the GHAFI Board: 
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All GHAFI members, has it been 50 years since your firstsolo? 

If so you may be eligible for the Wright Brothers Master Pilot 

Award even if you have not been flying in recent years. If you 

think you may be eligible and have not already received  this 

award, GHAFI would like to assist in ge ng it for you. 

Please contact Carol Brackley at carolav8@a .net if you think 

you may be eligible or  if you have any other ques ons about 

this. 
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Calendar of May Events: 

 
Lone Star Flight Museum Flyover  10 May 2020 
Mother’s Day 10 May 2020 
National Chocolate Chip Day 15 May 2020 
Armed Forces Day 16 May 2020 
Memorial Day 25 May 2020 
 

 
 

May / Early June Webinars of Note 
For Instructors, Their Students, Pilots 

 
EAA: 

 
ATC and You:  Don’t Let That Cloud Mislead You 

12 May 2020, 7 p.m., Richard Kennington & Bob Obma 
 

Operation at Towered Airports 
13 May 2020, 7 p.m., Prof. H. Paul Shuch 

 
Understanding Hypoxia in Aviation 

19 May 2020, 7 p.m., Steve Martin 
 

Getting to Know the Rotax 915iS Engine 
20 May 2020, 7 p.m., Jorge Tavio 

 
Predictive Maintenance 

3 June 2020, 7 p.m., Mike Busch 
 

Pass your Checkride 
10 June 2020, 7 p.m., Larry Bothe 

 
 

SOCIAL FLIGHT: 
 

Detonation and Pre-ignition 
11 May 2020, 7 p.m. 

 
SR-71 Pilots on High Altitude Night  

12 May 2020, 8 p.m 
 

Mainenance Night with Mike Busch 
19 May 2020, 8 p.m. 

 
 

SPORTY’S: 
 

Talk to an Air Traffic Controller 
14 May 2020, 7 p.m., Eddie Albert, Cincinnati ATC 

 
 

President Robert Boettcher robtboet@gmail.com 

Vice Pres. Gary Whitfield gw@garywhitfield.com 

Secretary Carol Brackley carolav8@att.net 

Treasurer Harry Johnson hjohnson@usflightclub.com 

Directors Mike Barksdale barksdale787@gmail.com 

  Rick Rawlings ricksdpemail@gmail.com 

  Sally Sims sssims@mac.com 

  Greg White gpwhite73@att.net 
 Associate 
Director Susan Haass flyingpyrs@gmail.com 

Webmaster Tim Vogt vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
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Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 45 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive 
page.  This will contain documents, newsletters, event 
photos etc.  The more we have the better this will be.  If you 
have any documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please 
send to Carol Brackley.  Send digital items by 
email: carolav8@att.net; send hard copies and printed 
photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, Katy TX 77449. Your 
assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.org 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking 
for something or selling something, let us help.  Also, 
business classified ads are very reasonable.  Contact Carol 
for details. 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument 
panel, Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel computers, 
altimatic III autopilot. Excellent trainer or long cross country 
aircraft.  Also, basic 1966 Cessna 172, great time builder.  
Contact Ted Miller: hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

FOR SALE:  RV9A Quick Build Kit 

This is a quick build kit for an RV-9A originally ordered in 
2003; I purchased in 2017.  The empennage is mostly 
finished; there are the Quick Build fuselage and wings.  
Quite a bit has been done on the fuselage; some work has 
been done on the wings. 

There are also a number of tools, including: an Avery C-
frame dimpler, rivet gun, angle drill kit, air drill, torque 
wrench, flaring tool, bucking bars, various hand tools 
including Cleco pliers, right and left cut metal shears, rivet 
fan.  Some of these tools were included in my purchase, a 
number of them I bought in 2017-2018.  A brand new (at the 
time of purchase) ASI, two fuel gauges, and voltmeter, all 
Van’s, are included.  Most of the small parts have now been 
sorted into labeled drawers; the containers with the drawers 
will be included.   The cockpit was originally painted white; it 
has been repainted a smoke gray; cans of the spray paint 
are included.  The ATS rivet squeezer seen mounted to the 
bench in the garage is included; the vise, air compressor 
and benches are not included. 

Most of the kit, fuselage, tools, etc., is in my garage 
workshop, the wings, wing tips, ailerons are in my hangar; 
the wooden cradles holding the hangar items are included.  
Here is a link to photos:  http://theaviatorcave.com/forsale/ 

~Susan Haass, flyingpyrs@gmail.com, 713-385-6123 
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GHAFI M  

The Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors seeks to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display their 
wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work togeth-
er toward a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that 
may inspire common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education 
and promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as other group activities that may be undertaken by the Associa-
tion; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

 
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. 
Other quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral 
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 1908.  

GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the industry that has given so much to us. 
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