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The quarterly safety meeting at Conroe airport went well. We 
had 18 people in attendance. Rick Rawlings discussed hot 
topics for the DPEs, and the tower chief discussed various 
issues and procedures for the Conroe airport. As a reminder to 
all CFIs: please double check that your students have all the 
required endorsements to allow for a smooth checkride. 
 
There will be airspace changes for CXO and SGR: please be 
aware that the airspace rings will be changing soon for both 
Sugar Land and the Conroe airports. I believe the airspace 
ring at Conroe will be increasing and the airspace ring for 
Sugar Land will be decreasing. The changes should be in the 
next chart cycle, and as always, check NOTAMs.  
 
After about three years of planning, the Sugar Land airport 
now has a dedicated and operational UAS for the airport’s 
operations department. The UAS, which is a Mavic 2 
Enterprise, will be used for inspection of the perimeter fences, 
runway and taxiway inspections, hangar inspections, special 
events, construction projects, and planning for the airport. 
Manned aircraft traffic should not be affected but be advised. 
The airport’s ATC tower will provide separation when the tower 
is open and the operators will be in direct communication with 
the tower on 118.65. The Callsign is “UAS Sparrow 1”. As a 
side note, on the afternoon of the 27th of October while I was 
supporting the UAS operating at SGR, a pilot reported seeing 
a UAS at approximately pattern altitude on the downwind for 
17. I encourage all of you to become familiar with the UAS 
regulations and do your part to inform your local communities. 
On average, a pilot somewhere in the United States reports a 
UAS sighting three times a day. The FAA maintains a list of 
these sightings and it is available on their website.  
 
The upcoming board meeting will be held on Tuesday the 19th 
of November at Texas Mesquite Grill in Cypress; all members 
are welcome to attend. 
 
The Christmas party planning is starting, so if any of you have 
any ideas of where to have the Christmas party for GHAFI 
please let one of the directors know. 
 
In the wake of the tragic accident of the B-17 “Nine-0-Nine”, 
the Lone Star Flight Museum has decided to voluntarily 
suspend operations of passenger flights on the B-17 and B-25 
until further notice. Rides on the PT-17, T-6, T-41 are still 
available. 
 
Fly Safe! 
Robert “Robbie” Boettcher 
President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We knew the day was coming, November 3rd, whether we 
liked it or not; the final day of operation of Weiser Airpark.  As 
of 10:00 p.m. on 3 November, the gates will be locked, and 
Weiser is no more.  On 4 November, the X was placed over 
the runway numbers. 
 
As did many others, we flew in there one last time that day; 
took off one last time from Runway 09; said goodbye to my 
hangar one last time, to the fellow pilots and friends with whom 
we have had so many wonderful hours, days, years.  Weiser 
had a good run, and provided a sense of flying community to a 
whole lot of people for a long time. 
 
Farewell, Weiser, you will be missed. 
 
Blue skies and fair winds, 
Susan Haass, editor 
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GHAFI Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting 

 
Tuesday, 19 November 2019 
6:30 p.m. start time—social 

7:00 p.m. dinner and business 
 

Texas Mesquite Grill 
27105 Northwest Freeway 

(290 @ Mueschke Rd.) 
Cypress, Texas 

 
All GHAFI members are encouraged to attend. 
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Every September, in Reno, Nevada, are the Stihl National 
Championship Air Races, better known as the Reno Air 
Races.  This event showcases the world’s fastest motorsport, 
featuring an amazing variety of aircraft races: STOL, Formula 
One, biplanes, jets, T-6s, sport, and the king, the unlimited.  
This year, there were shows by the Commemorative Air Force 
and daily shows by the USAF Thunderbirds. 
 
The motto, if you will, of the Air Races is “Fly low, fly fast, turn 
left,” and you have to see it to believe the caliber of flying that 
is present at these races.  These pilots are some of the best 
aviators around; their planes, some of the finest aircraft ever to 
grace our skies. 
 
GHAFI’s own Mike Barksdale has a racing team, Barksdale’s 
Air Racing, and his son, Jason, flies Tony the Tiger, a Cassutt, 
in the Formula One class. 
 
It was my first year to attend, with fellow GHAFI members 
LuAnn Pfeiffer and Carol Brackley, but it certainly won’t be the 
last.  We had fantastic seats (thank you, Mike) and  spent 
three phenomenal days with our eyes on the sky, watching 
stupendous flying.  There are also a number of static displays 
of beautifully restored and lovingly maintained aircraft, such as 
a full display of Stinsons, a Gumman Goose, and so many 
more.  Racegoers can also walk amongst the racers 
themselves, talk with them and look at their aircraft.  And, as 
always, there is plenty of food and drink available, as well as 
places to accumulate souvenirs. 
 
The winners this year were:  Sport Class—Andrew Findlay in 
One Moment; Unlimited Class—Joel Swager in Dreadnought; 
Jet Class—Mike Steiger in American Spirit; T-6 Gold—John 
Lohmar in Radial Velocity; Biplane Class—Andrew Buehler in 
Phantom. 
 
If you’ve never taken the time to attend, think about attending 
the 2020 Races.  It’s well worth it if you love aviation. 
 
There are a few photos from the 2019 Races at the back of the 
newsletter. 
 
Safe flying! 
The Editor 
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Greater Houston Area Safety Seminars 

 
CFI/DPE Forum 

Practical Test Issues 
Rick Rawlings, Rick Hill, other DPEs 

Several venues and times: 
 

11 November 2019 
6:30 p.m. 

Texas Flight at KDWH 
Hangar X15 

 
12 November 2019 

6:15 p.m. 
ATP Flight School at KCXO 

General Aviation FBO 
 

13 November 2019 
6:30 p.m. 

FSDO Conference Room 
12650 N. Featherwood Drive, 230 

Houston, TX 
 

WINGS—Pilot Proficiency Program 
Scott Vaughn 

26 November 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

KIWS 
Second Floor of  Main Terminal Building 
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Calendar of Events: 

 
Veterans Day 11 November 2019 
GHAFI Quarterly BOD Meeting 19 November 2019 
Thanksgiving 28 November 2019 
GHAFI Annual Christmas Party December 2019 
Christmas 25 December 2019 

 
November Webinars of Note 

 
EAA: 

 
The First 400 Feet 

13 November 2019, 7 p.m., Tom Turner 
 

Crew Resource Management: How to Do it Right 
20 November 2019, 7  p.m., Prof. H. Paul Shuch 

 
Emergency Notification Systems 

26 November 2019, 7 p.m., Phil Lightstone 
 

Sporty’s: 
 

iPad Proficiency Check:  10 ways to fly like a pro 
with your iPad 

14 November 2019, 7 p.m., Bret Koebbe 
 



 

 

 
Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 45 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive 
page.  This will contain documents, newsletters, event 
photos etc.  The more we have the better this will be.  If you 
have any documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please 
send to Carol Brackley.  Send digital items by 
email: carolav8@att.net; send hard copies and printed 
photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, Katy TX 77449. Your 
assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.org 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 
Officers and Directors: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI  

President Robert Boettcher robtboet@gmail.com 

Vice Pres. Gary Whitfield gw@garywhitfield.com 

Secretary Carol Brackley carolav8@att.net 

Treasurer Harry Johnson hjohnson@usflightclub.com 

Directors Mike Barksdale barksdale787@gmail.com 

  Greg White gpwhite73@att.net 

  Maureen Garrow maureengarrow@hotmail.com 

  Rick Rawlings ricksdpemail@gmail.com 

  John Van Paaschen jvp30117@msn.com 

Webmaster Tim Vogt vogtnetworks@gmail.com 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking 
for something or selling something, let us help.  Also, 
business classified ads are very reasonable.  Contact Carol 
for details. 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument 
panel, Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel computers, 
altimatic III autopilot. Excellent trainer or long cross country 
aircraft.  Also, basic 1966 Cessna 172, great time builder.  
Contact Ted Miller: hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

FOR SALE:  RV9A Quick Build Kit 

This is a quick build kit for an RV-9A originally ordered in 
2003; I purchased in 2017.  The empennage is mostly 
finished; there are the Quick Build fuselage and wings.  
Quite a bit has been done on the fuselage; some work has 
been done on the wings. 

There are also a number of tools, including: an Avery C-
frame dimpler, rivet gun, angle drill kit, air drill, torque 
wrench, flaring tool, bucking bars, various hand tools 
including Cleco pliers, right and left cut metal shears, rivet 
fan.  Some of these tools were included in my purchase, a 
number of them I bought in 2017-2018.  A brand new (at the 
time of purchase) ASI, two fuel gauges, and voltmeter, all 
Van’s, are included.  Most of the small parts have now been 
sorted into labeled drawers; the containers with the drawers 
will be included.   The cockpit was originally painted white; it 
has been repainted a smoke gray; cans of the spray paint 
are included.  The ATS rivet squeezer seen mounted to the 
bench in the garage is included; the vise, air compressor 
and benches are not included. 

Most of the kit, fuselage, tools, etc., is in my garage 
workshop, the wings, wing tips, ailerons are in my hangar; 
the wooden cradles holding the hangar items are included.  
Here is a link to photos: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/TsZTgxive1TfohKg6 

~Susan Haass, flyingpyrs@gmail.com, 713-385-6123 
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GHAFI M  

The Greater Houston Area Flight Instructors seeks to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display their 
wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work togeth-
er toward a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that 
may inspire common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education 
and promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as other group activities that may be undertaken by the Associa-
tion; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

 
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. 
Other quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral 
right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 1908.  

GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the industry that has given so much to us. 












