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Happy New Year 

Happy New Year! I hope that you and yours had 
a wonderful Holiday Season. We in the White 
household came through relatively unscathed 
and enjoyed some terrific family time as well 
as some great parties. 

Speaking of parties, the GHAFI Christmas Party 
went well in spite of some less than desirable 
weather with about thirty members and guests 
in attendance. The Bar-B-Que dinner, paid for 
by GHAFI and provided by Pit Master Mel Hollis, 
was nothing short of spectacular. Really good 
stuff! In addition to good food and fellowship, I 
took the opportunity to share my appreciation 
of several key members of our staff in the form 
of a Presidential Certificate of Appreciation. 
Recognized members in attendance were Harry 
Johnson, long serving Treasurer, former 
Director, and former Officer including 
President, along with our communicator in 
chief, Secretary Carol Brackley, who is also our 
Newsletter Editor as well as a former Director, 
and Officer also including President. I can 
promise you and am proud to say that these 
folks do a tremendous amount to make my job 
as President much easier! We also took a little 
time for some Q and A about the status of our 
FIRC renewal efforts. I hope that that was 
helpful. All in all, I believe a good time AND 
dinner was had by all. Our thanks to our hosts 
at Anson Aviation at Sugarland Airport, Mr. Mel 
Hollis, and the volunteers who helped with 
making the party a great success. 

 

 

QUARTERLY 
SAFETY MEETINGS 

West Houston Airport (IWS) 
Terminal Meeting Room (upstairs) 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 

0800 -0900     GHAFI Breakfast and Hangar flying a 
great breakfast by West Houston Airport 
0900 - 0950  Developing the Habit of Safety - Carol  
Brackley 
1000 - 1050  Risk Management - Greg White 
   

Directions to the West Houston Airport:  Fly in, 
Identifier IWS, Unicom 123.05.  Driving, from the 
east take I-10 to the west, get off at Exit-Barker 
Cypress.  Turn North, at the fourth light take 
Groeschke Road to the right, at the flag turn to the 
left.  We will be in the terminal upstairs.  West 
Houston Airport will provide the coffee and donuts 
for that morning.  We thank the Airport very much 
for their hospitality and the use of their facilities. We 
look forward to seeing every one there for what will 
be a great meeting!!!!!!  

NOTE: This is not a FIRC, no FIRC credit. Safety 
Meetings and Wings credit is available to all.  
See Notes from DPE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

FLIGHT PLAN

http://www.ghafi.org


Looking forward now into the New Year, GHAFI faces many challenges and obstacles, all of which I 
am confident that through the dedication and perseverance of our staff and membership, will all 
be met and overcome. First and foremost, among these is the FIRC renewal. This is the eight-
hundred-pound gorilla sitting in the corner of the room and believe me when I tell you that it is 
going to take a gorilla to lift all the paperwork now required under the new directives for renewal 
from the FAA. By the way, we are still seeking volunteers to help with these lesson plan submissions 
so if you are a pretty good technical writer and would like to help out, please contact FIRC Director 
and VP Mike Barksdale, Carol or myself. Your help will be greatly appreciated. To those who have 
already stepped up, our sincere thanks.  I cannot emphasize enough the importance of this 
endeavor to the long term viability and even the survival of GHAFI as an organization. 

Then there is the ongoing issue of how to grow the organization, not only the membership but also 
what can be done to improve our reach into the aviation community in general. I can once again 
promise you that your BOD is open to any and all suggestion for you, the member, no matter how 
out there or audacious they might seem. After having served on several BODs, I can’t tell you how 
many times that I have seen a very workable idea that came from a pretty bizarre thought through 
metamorphosis. Therefore, there are no bad ideas no matter how out there they may seem at the 
time. I always try to keep an open mind… 

One of the other major challenges looming before the organization is finding folks to serve on the 
BOD, some in key roles. Come June, the terms are up for all elected officers and directors and 
some have already served notice to the BOD the they will NOT be seeking re-election. Among these 
are Carol Brackley, Secretary and newsletter Editor (can be two separate jobs), and yours truly. 
This may be your opportunity to step up and help guide GHAFI successfully into the future. 

In addition to challenges, there is also good reason to celebrate. 2017 marks the 35th Anniversary 
of our organization and I think this is something to ballyhoo! Again, I would love to hear your 
suggestions on how we should celebrate this milestone. I have passed along a couple of ideas to the 
BOD and there will be more discussion on this topic once we have the FIRC renewal submission and 
while we await fed approval. Let us hear from you. 

One last item before I sign off. Since we would normally be doing a FIRC in January and that is not 
possible this year, the BOD has decided to go ahead and do a Wings eligible safety meeting in lieu 
of our usual event. Please see the “Flight Plan” column for details. 

On behalf of your Board of Directors, I wish you and yours a Healthy, Prosperous, and Happy New 
Year.  

Greg White, President 
gpwhite73@att.net 
281-859-9476 
 

Happy New Year to all of the CFIs in the Houston area.  Wow, what a trying and struggling year we 
have had.  We are still down several DPEs, and only one of the new selectees is up and running, so 
let's welcome and use Wally Mulhearn. Hopefully Sandy and Wanda are close to being observed and 
getting on line. Here at GHAFI we have had our challenges as well.  Due to changes and new 
restrictions put in place from the FAA ,we are still having to under go a complete rewrite of our 
FIRC syllabus to update to comply with the new generation aircraft all around as well as the ACS 
that was implemented in 2016.  I know we have some folks coming up for renewal that are GHAFI 
members, and we do not have a FIRC on tap in the near future.  Please do not wait until the last 
minute and have it lapse.  A couple of options until we get back up and running.  Do an online 
course for renewal, and bring me the certificate of completion and I will renew at no charge as 
always.  Another option is to do a renewal with me in an aircraft.  I will do these at no charge as 

Notes from DPE
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well until we get the FIRCs up and running. More restrictions and changes coming to the DPEs this 
year, but we will visit those next month. Please feel free to contact me with any questions, 
preferably by email ricksdpemail@gmail.com. Or text 281-221-2384.  That way I can answer from 
what ever country I am in. Keep up the good work and lets make 2017 the safest year ever in 
general aviation in the Houston . 

Warmest Regards, 
Rick Rawlings    
 

No snakes on a plane 

In the late 1980s I had the opportunity to fly three treasure hunters down to North Matagorda 
Island. The flight began on a severe clear summer day at Clover field, as we loaded the Cessna 172 
with cameras and metal detection equipment. The treasure hunters wanted to fly a route over the 
Brazos river estuary and landing at an abandon airport, which was a WW2 Army Air Corp auxiliary 
base for military training.  Today, after looking at the Houston Sectional Chart, I was very surprised 
to find that the airport is still there, but is a private airport named Peirce. 

This group of treasure hunters had made a big find, some time before my flight with them, which 
had brought them a lot of money. They had built a large building/warehouse west of Alvin. 
Unfortunately, there was a big fire and the building burned down. 

On our flight I realized, they were not only treasure hunting, but also looking salvageable items and 
metals which could bring them some money for the survival of their business. When we reached the 
Brazos River estuary, they had me circle at low altitude along the estuary, as they snapped many 
infrared photos. They were searching for the cannons left behind by Santa Anna’s army. Historical 
information told them that the Mexican Army could not get some cannons across the Brazos river 
estuary. The cannons had to be left behind. To my knowledge, those cannons have never been 
found. These cannons were part of the Mexican Army’s equipment as they march north, leading up 
to the battle at San Jacinto. Using infrared photography, the treasure hunters hoped that they 
could see differences in vegetation, which might reveal the buried location of the old cannon 
barrels.           

They related a very interesting story to me, which I and most Texans yet today, are completely 
unaware of. A little back ground for this story is required: During WW2, the Nazi’s had submarine 
(u-boat) repair station in Vera Cruz, Mexico with the support of the Mexican government. This must 
have been in the early 1940s. The Nazi intelligence believed that the US had no defenses along our 
coast line from Texas to Florida. The u-boat captains were given free reign as they sailed towards 
the Atlantic and were ordered to sink any ships they could find. In about 1943(?), a u-boat captain 
was sailing so close to the Texas shore line, where the water is very shallow, and the captain didn’t 
have enough depth to submerge, i.e. the u-boat was sailing on the surface.   

 This u-boat captain spotted a tanker which was anchored about a quarter mile off shore and on a 
land line off-loading aircraft fuel. The tanker was just off shore from the US Navy air base on North 
Matagorda Island.  The airport is still there today, but is marked ‘closed’.  The u-boat torpedoed 
and sank our tanker and continued sailing northeast along the Texas coast line, still on the surface 
with the captain looking for another ship target. The tanker had sunk in shallow water and at the 
time of our flight, the masts of the tanker’s cranes were still visible sticking up out of the water. 

Continuing with this story; during WW2, we had a big blimp base in Hitchcock, Texas, which housed 
many observation blimps in a very large hangar. The observation blimps were called into service to 
find the Nazi u-boat after sinking the tanker. The u-boat was last observed on the surface off of 
North Matagorda Island, heading north east paralleling the Texas coast. The blimps spotted the u-
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boat and radioed a fighter/bomber squadron in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Each of the aircraft could 
carry only a single bomb. The squadron aircraft found the u-boat, now submerged with only the 
conning tower above the water. After several bombing drops, the u-boat was hit and was sunk. The 
treasure hunters had related this story to me, because they had searched unsuccessfully many 
times for that sunken u-boat by dragging magnetometers along the sea bottom, where they thought 
it had sunk. At that time no one had found the remains of that u-boat. It is interesting to note that 
this war incident was never made public, even in the nearby Texas coastal towns. 

After landing, I walked with them around the old fallen down buildings and grounds of the abandon 
Army Air base. With one of the hunters, I walked into the ruins of the old base clearers building.  
Weeds had grown up higher than knee height. There were the remains of pant pressing machines 
and other clearer machines, which were lying around, some still standing. The roof of the building 
had long since gone away. Apparently, he was interested in the amount of copper plumbing left 
from the under floor of the cleaners. The plumbing was almost hidden, but was still lying there in 
the underbrush. Suddenly, I noticed a big rattle snake coiled in a near perfect circle, seemly calm, 
and not rattling. It was very near the treasure hunter, so I said, ‘There is a big snake behind you. 
Just move forward slowly.’ He asked, ‘How far away is it?’ I replied, ‘It is about two feet from you 
and not rattling!’ He move away, turned around, and said, ‘My gosh, that is a big snake!’ After a 
few moments, he said, ‘Go get me a box. I want to take it with us!’ I explained that we didn’t have 
a box in the airplane. Then he said, ‘Go back to the plane, empty your flight case, and that will 
work’. Like an idiot, I said ok, went back, and came back with my empty flight case. On the walk 
back I wondered, ’what the heck was I doing?’ This is against my better judgment! When I got back, 
he told me as he had been looking for a forked stick, the big snake had disappeared in the 
underbrush. We both agreed that it would not be in our best interest to tromp around in the high 
weeds and over grown vegetation looking for that big snake. Thank God! The decision was made for 
me: ‘No snakes on a plane!’   

On your landings: Watch out and avoid high rates of sink. 

Happy Holidays! 
David Henderson       
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Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 
19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 
www.ghafi.org   

A professional association for the promotion of 
aviation safety and instructor education, standards 
and welfare.

Thanks to renewing members Maureen Garrow, Joy Bowden, 
George Mitchell, Sarah Rovner, George Mitchell, Ingar Mork, 
Tobias Perchanec, and Martin Wolff. 

Dues are now due for Eddie Beretvas, Ron Hudson, Gideon Jones, 
Ted Miller, Al Muller, Harry Stenvall (February), Donald Allison, 
Robert Bottcher, Rick Carr, Alan Fox, Harvey Vick, Gary 
Whitfield, and James Yokley (January). Last chance for William 
Foster, (November), and for Michael Barksdale, Jeffrey 
Bodhaine, (October).  

Current Membership 

 December Total    70 
New Members      0 
Late Renewal     1 
Expired      0 

January Total     71 

OUR ORGANIZATION RENEWING MEMBERS

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
19728 Saums Road, PMB #141, Houston, Texas 77084 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone _________________________________ Business Phone __________________________________ 
Pilot Certificate ______________________________________ Number ________________________________ 
Ratings _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Flight Instructor Certificates _____________________________ Number _______________________________ 
Ground Instructor Certificates ____________________________ Number _______________________________ 
Please list FBOS, airports, areas where you do most of your work: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Membership, per year: 

*Active (for flight and Ground Instructors Only) $35.00__________ 

*Associate (Other)     $30.00__________ 

E-mail address:_____________________________________ 

Date: _______________________*Signature: ____________________________________________________



 

 

 

 
 

THE BENEFITS OF GHAFI

The Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors seeks 
to provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor 
Community can display their wares, hone their skills and 
unite with their peers to raise the level of competence, 
safety and stature of Aviation Education. 

The ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system 
of Teamwork within the Aviation Industry that will allow us 
to work together toward a common goal, to direct 
individual accomplishment toward organizational 
achievement and to provide the fuel that may inspire 
common people to attain uncommon results. 

WHO:  All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone 
who is interest in exploring and advancing their aviation 
education and promoting aviation safety. 

WHAT:  Free CFI renewal included in membership through 
participation in quarterly seminars (Flight Instructor 
Renewal Clinics);  free  breakfasts; (4)  all-day  

quarterly seminars;  fly-outs;  Christmas party, as well as 
other group activities that may be undertaken by the 
Association; as well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes 
in rules, regulations, airspace, etc. for those who really need 
to know! 

WHEN:  Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October.  
Quarterly Business Meetings: February, May, August, 
November. Other quarterly activities: March - flying 
activity; June - Annual Meeting; September - flying activity; 
December - Christmas Party. 

WHY:  “Every person owes a part of his time and money to 
the business or industry in which he is engaged.  No one has 
a moral right to withhold his support from an organization 
that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.”  
President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908.  GHAFI offers a 
program through which we may each give back to the 
industry that has given so much to us. 

OFFICERS CALENDAR

ELECTED: 
President…………………………Greg White (281) 859-9476 
Vice President.........................Mike Barksdale (281) 292-9222 
Secretary...............................Carol Brackley (713) 301-5407 
Treasurer..........................................................Harry Johnson 
Directors.........................................(above Officers, plus:) 

Ted Miller 
Rick Rawlings 

John VanPaasschen 
Gary Whitfield 

Dick Wilson 
James Yokely 

APPOINTED: 
Training Director...............Rick Rawlings (281) 221-2384 
Clinic Director...................Mike Barksdale (281) 292-9222 
NAFI Liaison…………………………..….Gary Whitfield  

January 21, 2017 
 Safety Meetings 
February 16, 2017 
 Board Meeting* 
March, 2017 
 Fly Out 
April 15, 2017 
 Saturday FIRC/Safety Meetings 
May 18, 2017 
 Board Meeting* 
June, 2017 
 Annual Meeting 

*Open to Active Members 



Pictures from the Christmas party: 


