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Hello all, I hope that you are having a wonderful Holiday Season. 
Well, this note closes the book on 2018 and I do not know about 
you, but for me and mine it has been a tough year. Looks like we 
will make it through and be stronger for it! Sheryl and I are slowly 
getting resettled in our home as we finish a few final details and 
the last few projects. By spring, we should have it all finished up. 
For the first time in nearly thirty years in this house, I will not have 
any major projects or issues hanging over my head.  What a good 
feeling that will be… Call it a Harvey blessing or silver lining. 
 
December also brought around our annual Christmas party.  For 
those that were unable to attend, let me fill you in.  The party, held 
at West Houston Airport (Thank You Woody), was in our usual 
potluck fashion for that location with GHAFI providing the ham, 
which Harry was kind enough to arrange.  Good eats!  The party 
was well attended with several faces that we haven’t seen in a 
while.  It was good to see those folks and I appreciate them taking 
the time and coming to join us from as far away as the Woodlands, 
Conroe, Beaumont, and even Waco (talk about “Greater 
Houston”…)!  GHAFI also provided some door prizes just for good 
measure. Seems all had a good time. 
 
TEASER ALERT: As Carol and I were compiling the supplies 
needed for the Christmas party, we took a few minutes to go 
through the GHAFI locker and take a quick inventory of the 
contents after pulling out the needed Christmas party supplies.  
Yes, GHAFI has a locker.  It is stored gratis in a hangar office on 
West Houston Airport (Thank you again Woody…). We came 
across a box of old publications.  Our first thought was to trash it!  
Then we decided that it may be a good idea to have Robbie go 
through it just to see if there was anything of interest that might be 
worthy of further scrutiny since he is working on an archiving 
project for the organization (Robbie has more or less taken on an 
ad hoc role as historian to boot…).  All I will say at this point is 
HOLY SMOKE!  He hit upon some real pay dirt.  He has now been 
further tasked with putting together a presentation for the Board 
meeting in February.  I believe that this could put our organization 
on a totally new trajectory, and the timing could not be better.  Now 
that I have gotten your attention, and if you want to know more, 
you need to come to the February BoD meeting for the rest of the 
story.  It is open to all members and guests.    
 
January will bring about the first quarterly safety meeting of the 
year.  Stay tuned for details.  Associate member Tim Vogt is 
diligently working on a new webpage for us which will hopefully be 
online in the near future.  It will be good to have that back in tip-top 
order. Thanks in advance, Tim.  
 
  

 
Well, I think that is about enough for now. Be sure to add your 
photos and comments to our Facebook page.  Also, take a few 
minutes to enjoy this season and to reflect upon all our 
blessings, like the blessing of this fresh crop of new associate 
members that I am so grateful to have with us.  They have 
helped to breathe some fresh air into our group.  It was also 
wonderful to see so many faces this year that I have not seen 
among us in a while or ever. 
 
May the season’s blessings be upon you and yours.  Merry 
Christmas and as always… 
 
FLY SAFE! (That’s what Santa would do… Thanks Rudolf) 
 
Greg White 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I was looking online for Christmas aviation images, I came 
upon a true story, as recounted in this video and in a book 
entitled A Higher Call.  Some of you may already be familiar with 
this incident which happened five days before Christmas, 1943.  
Your editor was not, and thought it well worth passing on.  This 
is the story of Charlie Brown, a young American bomber pilot, 
and his badly damaged bomber, and Franz Stigler, a young 
Messerchmitt fighter pilot, a German Ace. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lp9-cN_Oog 
 

  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FLIGHT PLAN 

GHAFI Upcoming Events 
Quarterly Safety Meeting 

 
Saturday, 19 January 2019 

8:00 or 9:00 a.m., probable start 
KCXO (probable location) 

General Chennault’s Flying Tigers Flight School 
Conroe-North Houston Regional Airport 

10260 Carl Pickering Memorial Drive 
Conroe, Texas 

 
Our plan is to have 2-3 seminars and a regional airline. 

Details will follow by email and January newsletter. 
 

All GHAFI members are encouraged to attend. 

AN AVIATION  
CHRISTMAS STORY  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lp9-cN_Oog


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A little humor from last December, and a reprint of “An Unlikely 
Christmas Message.” 
 

 
 
Don’t even ask why…  too much egg nog, too much leftover Halloween 
candy, too much caffeine, but I wonder, is Santa legal to fly? 

1. Who was Santa’s Instructor? 
2. Who was Santa’s Examiner? 
3. Does Santa have a Single Pilot Type Rating? 
4. What is the Max Gross Weight of that sleigh? 
5. Do the reindeer count in the MGW? 
6. Is Santa Instrument rated? 
7. Is he current? 
8. Does he have landing currency? 
9. Night currency? 
10. Is the Navigation Elf a passenger, a Crew Member, or Naviga-

tion Equipment? 
11. Is Santa legal to deliver packages as a Private Pilot? 
12. What class Medical is Santa required to have? 
13. Does Santa have a mandatory retirement age? 
14. Is the Annual Inspection current on his sleigh? 
15. Is Santa required to have ADS-B in 2020? 
16. Do the reindeer require a Compression Check? 

 
As we enjoy our time with friends and family this holiday season, please 
remember those passed since our last Christmas issue, such Paul Downs, 
those unable to be present due to military or work obligations, and those 
that may be alone and rather quiet this Christmas. 
 

 

 

 

 

An Unlikely Christmas Message 
 

From a Tribute to “H” Ownby, by E. Adrian Van Zelfden: 
 
December 23, 1973 Seven or so Raven pilots bought the bar at Udorn 
Royal Thai Air Force Base from 1800 hours until closing.  The air war 
in Vietnam had been so heavy that there had never been time to stop 
and remember fallen brothers.  Those who were still there (yes, there 
were still Ravens in Laos; yes, there was still a war going on) decided 
to use Christmastime to commiserate one of the deadliest periods of 
our history.  The Ravens printed invitations for free drinks, food, and 
everything that night and distributed them to all the Units on Udorn, as 
well as their fellow travelers in USAID, Sky, AAM, CAS, Lao pilots, and 
Thai Mercs.  Hundreds of fighter pilots, as well as many maintainers, 
comms people, and other warriors came out to enjoy some Raven 
hospitality and to toast the memory of comrades who had paid the 
ultimate price while flying the not-so-friendly skies and who would 
never see another Christmas holiday in this life.  Many attendees still 
observe that night and count 23 December as a special remembrance 
every year.  Ravens were fighter pilots who operated in secret, with no 
ID cards, in civilian clothes, flying the Cessna L-19/O-1 Bird Dog, 
unarmed, without military markings.  Their primary mission was to 
direct air strikes against enemy positions.  Their airplane was single 
propeller, low, and slow, which made their missions extremely 
dangerous.  Thanks to my friend, H Ownby (Raven 26) for this Tidbit. 
 
Shot Down.  Sometime during the last several years, I asked H Ownby 
if he ever got shot down.  He said, "Yes."  Naturally, I asked, "How 
many times?"  He answered, "I don't know."  Flabbergasted, I asked, 
"How could you not know?  It's sort of a big deal."  He said, "I think I 
got shot down 7 times."  I asked, "Did the rescuers get you out every 
time.  He said, "No, one time I got captured for a while, but after a few 
hours I sneaked off and got away.  And a chopper picked me up." 
 
Bullet Hole.  One time H Ownby and I were eating at a restaurant, and 
he suddenly asked if I could see his bullet hole.  I said, "No, where is 
it?"  He pointed to one side of his nose, above his nostrils and level 
with the bottom of his eyes.  Even looking carefully, I could only see a 
tiny white spot.  He told me that a Viet Cong bullet hit his plane, went in 
one side of that part of his nose and passed completely through and 
out at the same spot on the other side of his nose.  Looking at the 
other side of his nose, I still could not see much of anything.  He and I 
marveled that if he had been going maybe as little as one-half mile per 
hour faster, it would have gone through his brain, or one-half mph 
slower, it would have missed him completely. 
 
Check Ride.  I asked H Ownby once if he still had a license and still 
flew.  He told me that he did not do much anymore, but that he had a 
check ride recently.  He drew a middle-aged guy, maybe a couple of 
decades younger.  He said the guy was absolutely silent during the 
ride, except to give instructions to show this and that skill.  Afterwards, 
H told the guy that he was expecting some feedback because he had 
not flown much lately and felt rusty.  The guy told him, "Mr. Ownby, as 
part of the process I review your prior flight logs.  And there ain't **** [ 
nothing] about flying that I could tell somebody like you."  
 
A Very Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to You All.  Some time 
between now and the end of the year, raise a glass and toast Paul, and 
all the others who will be missing and in our hearts this holiday. 
 
Gary Whitfield 
 

  

FROM THE RIGHT SEAT 
MERRY GHAFI CHRISTMAS! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI. 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 48 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are 
looking for something or selling something, let us help.  
Also, business classified ads are very reasonable.  
Contact Carol for details. 

1984 Malibu, N43605, 4419TT, 1376SMOH, Garmin 
430W, XM WX, KX53, KT196, GTX 327, KFC150 
(Altitude pre-select), KMA 24, Radar altimeter,  engine 
analyzer, Known Ice, air conditioning, RAM Cooling Mod 
(Nose Gear Doors Removed and an air scoop added in 
the nose gear well), annual due 7/2019. $179,000, Fly it 
home today, ready to go. 210 kt airplane, service ceiling 
25,000 feet, 18g/hr, 6 seats, 6 hour range, single engine 
land airplane.  John VanPaasschen 713-690-8523 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument 
panel, Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel 
computers, altimatic III autopilot. Excellent trainer or long 
cross country aircraft.  Also, basic 1966 Cessna 172, 
great time builder.  Contact Ted Miller: 
hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

 

 

 

 
Calendar of Events: 

 
25 December Christmas Day 
 
30 December New Year’s Eve 
 
1 January 2019 New Year’s Day 
 
19 January 2019 (tentative) Quarterly Safety Meeting 
 
19 February (tentative) Quarterly BoD Meeting 
 
16 March (tentative) GHAFI Activity 
 
For more information on upcoming activities, please see emails 

and upcoming newsletters. 
 
All GHAFI members are always encouraged to attend all 

events. 

CLASSIFIEDS NAFI MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERS 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.org 
 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 
Officers and Directors: 
 
President Greg White gpwhite73@att.net 
Vice  Pres Gary Whitfield gw@garywhitfield.com 
Secretary Carol Brackley carolav8@att.net 
Treasurer Harry Johnson hjohnson@usflightclub.com  
Directors Mike Barksdale barksdale787@gmail.com 
 Robert Boettcher robtboet@gmail.com 
 Becky Lutte rlutte@me.com 
 Maureen Garrow maureengarrow@hotmail.com 
 Rick Rawlings ricksdpemail@gmail.com 
 John Van Paaschen jvp30117@msn.com 
 Martin Wolff martin.wolff@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster Tim Vogt vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors seeks to 
provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display 
their wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the 
level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork 
within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work together toward 
a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward 
organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that may inspire 
common people to attain uncommon results.  
WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is 
interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education and 
promoting aviation safety.  
WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; 
mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as 
other group activities that may be undertaken by the Association; as 
well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, 
airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly 
Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. Other 
quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; 
September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  
WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the 
business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral right 
to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve 
conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908. 
GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the 
industry that has given so much to us. 

 
 
 

  

THE BENEFITS OF GHAFI GHAFI MEMBERSHIP 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY PHOTOS 



 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

HALLOWEEN PHOTOS 

LONE STAR 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER PHOTOS 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO YOU ALL! 
 



 

 

 
 


