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Hello Everyone. I must admit, I feel like I just did this. Guess 
maybe I did, after all, February is a short month. Anyway, it is that 
time again. You know, I do these about every month in an effort to 
keep you all informed about the operations of our organization. I 
will admit that I often wonder if anyone outside some of the Board 
reads these. Moving on…   

We had our BoD meeting that was not only well attended but was 
every bit as productive as I had hoped. Harry started us out with 
word that he had solved a temporary glitch with our website. It 
appears that it was down for just a very short time. He also 
brought us up to date with the bank account status. All good there. 
Then he initiated a discussion about the legal status of the 
organization with the State. Our “incorporated” status has been 
expired for some time, causing numerous headaches and much 
discussion on how to best rectify the situation with minimal 
disruption to our operations. During the discussion, clarity was 
brought forth by our beloved newsletter editor. Susan has a very 
strong background in business law and she took us through a plan 
to reform our group under an LLC, thereby reinstating our state 
charter with a minimal amount of pain, expense, and effort. Goes 
to show you that we do not always know what is lurking just under 
the surface of the folks around us. Harry and Susan are now 
teaming up to bring this solution to fruition, hopefully concluding 
this agenda item for some time to come. Thank you Harry and 
thank you Susan! Much appreciated. One more note to share 
here, once we are back in good standing we will be instituting dues 
by credit card.  We will keep you posted with their progress. 

Carol was up next and led a good discussion on membership 
retention and recruiting. She was followed by webmaster Tim who 
gave a quick update on the webpage status. Our training directors 
were unable to attend. Becky did inform us that Mike is working on 
the April training event. It appears likely to be held at the Express 
Jet training facility on April 20 at IAH for now so stay tuned for 
further details. 

Robbie was next with his long-awaited presentation to the Board 
about the old documents recently found in our storage locker at 
West Houston. Robbie opened up a window to the past with many 
examples of the works of GHAFI of old and the many and quite 
varied presentations given by our members and guest before the 
Feds got so strict on their curriculum requirements. It was 
fascinating, and ushered in some terrific conversations about the 
past and how we may look at using that to bring change to our 
future safety training events now that we are no longer tethered so 
tightly to the Fed’s curriculum. With that in mind, please let us 
know if you have a topic that you would like to see us cover in 
future training events. 

 

 
 
 
 
The next topic on the agenda was on the upcoming elections 
and the associated Annual Business Meeting. Your BoD has 
several members who have expressed that they no longer 
desire to continue in their current positions, yours truly included, 
which makes this an important election cycle for GHAFI. Becky 
was kind enough to step up as part of the nominations 
committee. She also volunteered Mike to aid in the endeavor 
(this is what happens when you are too banged up to show up 
and defend yourself…). There appears to be a strong likelihood 
that we are going to need some help filling out the board 
positions so if you ever had any desire to serve and help steer 
our group then now would be a good time to consider it.  

The elections will be held at the aforementioned business 
meeting which Harry has stepped up to host once again. He will 
also be picking up the GHAFI-provided BBQ from Midway in 
downtown Katy (good stuff). I do not believe that we settled on a 
date in June so once again stay tuned.  

Finally, there was a discussion on a spring outing for GHAFI for 
this month. Two were chosen for this month. First is the 50th 
Anniversary of Intercontinental Airport on March 23. The second 
is the Mustang Club of America’s National Car Show, “Mustangs 
Take Flight”, at the Lone Star Flight Museum on the last 
weekend of March. This show will be a spectacle with hundreds 
of Ford Mustangs intermixed with the aircraft of the museum, 
along with some visiting aircraft 
(think P-51 as one example). 
FYI, Robbie suggested this 
event, not me. He and I will be 
there volunteering for that 
weekend, Robbie for the 
museum and I will be the 
primary DJ for all three days of 
this show. I recommend that if you decide to attend this event, 
Saturday will be the best day to see it even though you can 
come Friday through Sunday. Saturday is the pinnacle day with 
the most cars on display and the strongest likelihood of visiting 
aircraft. Weather permitting, aircraft rides will be going on as 
well. Please see Susan’s sidebar for more details. Both should 
be quite fun.  

 I believe that I have taken enough of your time. Please let me 
know if you have any comments. Also, it would be nice to know 
that you read the newsletter so drop me a line or a text message 
(gpwhite73@att.net or my cell at 832-496-3410). I hope to see 
you at one of this month’s events. Until then,  

Greg White 
GHAFI President 
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News from NAFI: 
 
The National Association of Flight Instructors is proud to announce 
that NAFI member Maureen Garrow has earned accreditation as a 
NAFI Master Flight Instructor. This is Garrow’s second NAFI Master 
Accreditation.  

Garrow began her flight training and received her private pilot 
certification as a Christmas gift in 1995. Since flying is her passion, 
she continued her training to earn her instrument, and commercial 
ratings shortly afterward at United Flight Systems.  

Garrow achieved her CFI rating on her 66th birthday in 2014 and her 
CFII followed shortly. She says her love of teaching combined with 
flying provides a great deal of satisfaction, especially for the “a-ha” 
moments when students achieve understanding. She was affiliated 
with a flight school and served as assistant chief instructor until 
August of 2016. Garrow is now an independent flight instructor and 
has been a FAASTeam representative since 2014. She was awarded 
her FAA Gold Seal instructor in July of 2016.  

If you ask Garrow she’ll say, “Any day I can fly is a good day and any 
day teaching is a great day.”  

Garrow enjoys attending Wings meeting and promoting pilot and 
student participation. Her goal as a flight instructor is to produce safe, 
professional pilots. "I hope to continue instructing and being a mentor 
for years to come," she said. 

 
 

Congratulations, Maureen!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLIGHT PLAN 

GHAFI  
Suggested March Activities 

Bush Airport 50th Anniversary Celebration 
IAH Fest Community Celebration 

Free family-friendly festival 
23 March, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Shuttles to the event site, a United hangar, are provided from 
Ecopark location (Greens Rd. and JFK Blvd.) 

 
 

Mustangs Take Flight MCA National Show 
Lone Star Flight Museum 

29 – 31 March 

MAUREEN GARROW:   
SECOND NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR  

ACCREDITATION 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The FAA Pilot Proficiency Program or WINGS program began in 
1984. The original program was quite different from what it has 
evolved into today. In the beginning the volunteers were called 
Aviation Accident Prevention Counselors. A pilot could earn a set of 
WINGS once a year, Phase I, Phase II, Phase III, etc. To earn a set 
of WINGS you had to attend one safety meeting and fly three hours 
with an instructor. The three hours of instruction were specified as, 
one hour of take off and landing, one hour of maneuvers, and one 
hour of emergency procedures and hood work. There was a paper 
form on which all of this was recorded, and which was turned in to 
the local FSDO to receive the WINGS certificate and pin. Completing 
any phase of WINGS could be substituted for a Flight Review, but to 
count as a Flight Review the instructor also had to endorse your 
logbook that the WINGS program was satisfactory completed. 

I joined the FAA volunteer program as an Aviation Accident 
Prevention Counselor in 1989. At that time there were around 150 
Counselors in the Houston District. Many of the Counselors held 
monthly meetings. The notices of these meetings were sent by “snail 
mail” to all pilots in the District. It was a monthly mailing which listed 
all the meetings for that month which normally included around 40 
safety meetings. So pilots had many meetings to choose from 
covering a large variety of topics. Attendance at any one of these 
meetings was a credit towards WINGS. 

Sometime in the 1990s the FAA decided they did not like the word 
“accident” in the Counselors title so the title was changed to Aviation 
Safety Counselor. However, the WINGS program itself had not 
changed since its inception. As the years went by the number of 
counselors began to grow smaller, and thus the number of monthly 
meetings grew smaller. By the year 2000 there were only around 20 
meetings per month in the Houston District. However, that still 
provided a large variety of topics and programs. 

In 2004, the FAA completely revamped the WINGS Program. The 
online program was created for keeping track of the WINGS credits, 
the phases were dropped and replaced with Basic, Advanced and 
Master, and requirements to receive WINGS were changed to 
include specific online courses as well as specific flight training 
requirements. The volunteer Aviation Safety Counselors became the 
FAASTeam Representatives. The topics for the live safety meetings 
became more restrictive and required FAA approval. This is the 
program as it continues today. This program ensures consistent 
requirements for the WINGS to be substituted for a Flight Review 
and a method of tracking those requirements. 

The new online WINGS program brought with it many beneficial 
safety factors. But other safety benefits may have been lost. Today, 
other than the GHAFI quarterly meetings, we average only about five 
safety meetings a month in the Houston District. The need for pilots 
to attend these in person safety meetings has diminished with so 
much of the program being online. The online programs certainly 
have their own benefits of consistency; however, there is a lot to be 
said for the personal interactions between attendees and instructors 
at a live safety meeting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GHAFI can make a difference, help the general aviation community 
and promote safety education by continuing its quarterly safety 
meetings and continuing to present relevant, interesting, and up to 
date safety information. We need to look back at the large variety of 
programs being presented in the past, build on those topics and keep 
the community interested in safety. 

Carol Brackley 
GHAFI Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   All you 
need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put in the 
discount code of GHAFI. 

 

NAFI MEMBERSHIP 

 
Houston Area March Safety Meetings 

 
Benefits of GOES 16 Satellite Imagery to the GA Pilot 

How GOES 16 satellite imagery can help the GA Pilot in Pre-Flight 
Weather Decision-Making 

Leslie Heindel, NOAA Meterologist 
Wednesday, 20 March, 7 p.m. 

Anson Aviation, Sugar Land Regional Airport (KSGR) 
12890 A Highway 6 South 
Sugar Land, Texas  77498 

 
West Houston Airport FAA Safety Meeting 

Tuesday, 26 March, 7 p.m. 
West Houston Airport (KIWS) 

Upstairs in the Terminal 
18000 Groschke Rd. 

Houston, Texas  77084 

HISTORY OF THE FAA PILOT PROFICIENCY PROGRAM (WINGS) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 48 members.  If 
your dues are not current, remember this is how we finance safety 
meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or your due 
date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, GHAFI Secretary, 
carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI pilots to 
attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive page.  
This will contain documents, newsletters, event photos etc.  
The more we have the better this will be.  If you have any 
documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please send to Carol 
Brackley.  Send digital items by email: carolav8@att.net; send 
hard copies and printed photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, 
Katy TX 77449. Your assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
I 
 
Iff you’ve never been to this website, check them out.  
Interesting aviation notes and activities in Texas. 
 
http://www.txaa.org/ 
 
 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member classified 
ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking for 
something or selling something, let us help.  Also, business 
classified ads are very reasonable.  Contact Carol for details. 

 

1984 Malibu, N43605, 4419TT, 1376SMOH, Garmin 430W, 
XM WX, KX53, KT196, GTX 327, KFC150 (Altitude pre-select), 
KMA 24, Radar altimeter,  engine analyzer, Known Ice, air 
conditioning, RAM Cooling Mod (Nose Gear Doors Removed 
and an air scoop added in the nose gear well), annual due 
7/2019. $179,000, Fly it home today, ready to go. 210 kt 
airplane, service ceiling 25,000 feet, 18g/hr, 6 seats, 6 hour 
range, single engine land airplane.  John VanPaasschen 713-
690-8523 

 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument panel, 
Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel computers, altimatic III 
autopilot. Excellent trainer or long cross country aircraft.  Also, 
basic 1966 Cessna 172, great time builder.  Contact Ted Miller: 
hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

 

Calendar of Events: 
 
Daylight Savings Starts   10 March 2019 

KSGR FAA Safety Meeting  20 March 2019 

IAH 50th Birthday Celebration  23 March 2019 

KIWS FAA Safety Meeting  26 March 2019 

Mustangs Take Flight   29-31 March 2019 

GHAFI Quarterly Safety Meeting  20 April 2019 

 Express Jet Center, KIAH 

Quarterly BoD Meeting   21 May 2019 

   Texas Mesquite Grill, 6:30 p.m. 

Elections   June 2019 

 US Flight Club Hangar, KTME 

All GHAFI members are always encouraged to attend all GHAFI 
activities. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS MEMBERS 

GOOGLE DRIVE 

INTERESTING WEBSITE: 
TEXAS AVIATION ASSOCIATION 

 

mailto:carolav8@att.net
http://www.txaa.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.org 
 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 
Officers and Directors: 
 
President Greg White gpwhite73@att.net 
Vice  Pres Gary Whitfield gw@garywhitfield.com 
Secretary Carol Brackley carolav8@att.net 
Treasurer Harry Johnson hjohnson@usflightclub.com  
Directors Mike Barksdale barksdale787@gmail.com 
 Robert Boettcher robtboet@gmail.com 
 Becky Lutte rlutte@me.com 
 Maureen Garrow maureengarrow@hotmail.com 
 Rick Rawlings ricksdpemail@gmail.com 
 John Van Paaschen jvp30117@msn.com 
 Martin Wolff martin.wolff@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster Tim Vogt vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors seeks to 
provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display 
their wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the 
level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork 
within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work together toward 
a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward 
organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that may inspire 
common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is 
interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education and 
promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; 
mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as 
other group activities that may be undertaken by the Association; as 
well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, 
airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly 
Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. Other 
quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; 
September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the 
business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral right 
to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve 
conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908. 
GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the 
industry that has given so much to us. 

 

THE BENEFITS OF GHAFI GHAFI MEMBERSHIP 
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