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Happy Valentines everyone. There is a rather long list of items up 
for discussion at this month’s Board meeting so let us get to it.  

First, I am asking for departmental updates form from the major 
department heads starting with the Treasurer. I am seeking 
guidance on the disposition of our “corporate status” with the state 
as well as transitioning to a credit card payment format for dues 
and such. 

From our Secretary, a brief update on our membership rolls along 
with some general discussion on retention and how to entice new 
membership will be appreciated. 

From our training Directors, a brief update on the upcoming April 
event. I would also like to hear everyone’s thoughts on the format 
of these events and ideas on making the events more inviting to 
our local aviation community at ALL levels. I would also like some 
discussion on bringing back the “spin clinics” and the like. 

On the communications front, I would like to hear any updates on 
the status on the newsletter, website, Facebook, etc... I am open 
to any discussions or suggestions on direction or improvements 
that anyone may have. 

Next agenda item is a brief discussion on some kind of event or 
outing for March. Do we want to have one and if so, what? Where? 
When? Fly and Drive? Let us hear your ideas. 

Up next will be a presentation from Director Robbie Boettcher on 
some interesting items that Carol and I found in our storage locker 
while retrieving some Christmas party supplies this past 
December. I tasked Robbie with sorting through these materials to 
see if he could “mine” anything of import pertaining to the history of 
our organization before discarding them. He found some very 
interesting items that could help in our reformation, restructuring, 
rebranding, or whatever you would like it when it comes to GHAFI 
in the post-FIRC world that we are living in now. Robbie is most 
enthusiastic about his finds and this is likely to be a very 
interesting presentation. 

The last major agenda item that I have for now is the upcoming 
elections and the annual June business meeting. Firstly, here, we 
are going to need a location and then a plan. Where are we going 
to have it? Do we cater or do burgers or something similar like a 
potluck? All suggestions are welcome. 

Then there is the election itself. I have presided over GHAFI 
for three years now albeit with some of that in absentia due to 
Harvey. Three of the most turbulent and tumultuous years in 
GHAFI”s history and even though working with GHAFI is a labor of  

 
 

love for me, I am tired. I am very tired. For me to try to go on for 
one more year would be doing a disservice to not only our 
organization, but to my family and myself as well. I must also 
say how much I appreciate those that stepped up to take a lot of 
the load off me while I was trying to rebuild my home in addition 
to all the well wishes. Thank you. However, it is time for new 
blood and new ideas. I know that there are others on the Board 
who share these sentiments. I am asking that you search your 
hearts, and if GHAFI means anything at all to you, please 
consider serving your organization as a Board member or 
officer. This is still a time of “all hands on deck”. Please do not 
misunderstand, we have a great BoD but some refreshing is 
due, especially in the “big chair”. We only want the best for 
GHAFI. 

Well, that about covers current events. I will leave the agenda 
open for about another week or so. If you have any additional 
items for the BoD to cover, please let me know although we 
have a full agenda as it stands. In addition, as always, the BoD 
meetings are open to all so feel free to come sit in with us. 

Oh, one last thing, the Lone Star Flight Museum is looking for 
volunteers to help in their Aviation Learning Center (ALC). This 
is their little over two hour immersive flying experience for the 
young folks (and in some cases, not so young) and that puts this 
right into our wheelhouse. If you are interested, please let Mike 
Barksdale or me know and we will fill you in and get you pointed 
in the right direction. 

As always, FLY SAFE”! 

Greg White 
GHAFI President 

FLIGHT PLAN

GHAFI  
Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting 

Tuesday, 19 February 2019 
6:30 p.m. start time – social 

7:00 p.m. dinner and business 

Texas Mesquite Grill 
27105 Northwest Freeway 

(290@Mueschke Rd.) 
Cypress, Texas 

All GHAFI members are encouraged to attend. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

http://www.ghafi.org/


2016 Cirrus accident at Hobby is in the news again.  Local 
Channel 2 recently aired a story that is worth watching, as is the 
second video that is a computer generated rendition of the 
accident.  No vouch for the CGI, but it does appear to be 
accurate.  The narrator makes a number of valid points.  

Two questions for GHAFI members: 

Would you or someone you trained have flown into Hobby as a 
300 hour private pilot? 

Would someone you trained have accepted all these instructions 
without a challenge? 

https://www.click2houston.com/news/investigates/ntsb-interviews-
reveal-problems-with-hobby-air-traffic-control-tower 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2w5gIEmVIXo&feature=youtu.
be 

Fly safe, 

Gary Whitfield 
GHAFI VP 

Fellow Aviators, 

I recently received an email from the Sugar Land Airport 
Operations department. The email stated that the airport had 
noticed the the traffic pattern altitude had been removed from the 
chart supplement (formerly called the AF/D). Sure enough I 
checked for myself and confirmed that the traffic pattern altitude 
was removed. I also checked Ellington (I did this because I know 
that airport does not have a standard pattern altitude) and it was 
listed. So by doing some digging I found out that the FAA has 
removed all standard pattern altitudes for airports from the chart 
supplements. It is a small matter I know but I would have liked a 
heads up, I haven't met a pilot yet that likes surprises. But hey, 
that's what part of GHAFI is for, to catch the "little things". 
Anyway, the document can be found at the link listed below if you 
wish to review the 6 year process and 11 meetings it took to 
remove the standard pattern altitudes from the chart supplements. 

https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/acf/media/
RDs/13-01-262-AFD-depiction-traffic-patterns-alt.pdf

Fly Safe!

Robbie Boettcher 
Director 

(Ed. Note: The link here does not appear to work properly in the PDF 
format.  PDF is attached with this newsletter in a separate document should 
you wish to look at it.)

This month, Gary has given us some interesting video and reading on the 
2016 Cirrus tragedy at KHOU.  The subject came up because Channel 2 
chose to air a story placing fault on the traffic controllers.  As a private pilot 
with just under 400 hours, not much more than the pilot of ill-fated 
N4252G, who has watched the videos and read all the presented evi-
dence, I have a very different perspective. 

Most of you, as CFIs, have thousands of hours of flying experience in your 
bag.  Think back, if you will, to what it’s like to be a 300+ hour pilot; for so 
many, it’s the “look, Mom, I’m a REAL pilot”.  For others of us, it’s the “oh 
crap, don’t let me be one of THEM…”   

You teach us about the accident chain; as a still low-time pilot, that’s how I 
think of this incident.  And from that standpoint, I come away with a view 
that this unfortunate accident has shared blame, but that probably 80% is 
on the pilot and maybe 20% on the controllers. 

This pilot went into the flight with all kinds of “violations” of the things you 
CFIs teach us:  IMSAFE, get-there-itis, flight review (which by all accounts, 
she hadn’t had in the last 24 months), logical thinking of flight destination.  
A busy Class B airport as the airport of choice for a 300-hour pilot?  When 
there are so very many other airports around with far easier airspace?  All 
parts of that accident chain… 

The Cirrus pilot consistently seemed to lose her orientation to the runways.  
Did she not have an airport plate as a reference?  A 2012 SR20 would 
undoubtedly have a panel that was state-of-the-art at that time, with GPS, 
EFB panels, etc.  Even portable EFBs have airport diagrams, runway vis-
uals on the sectional, any number of ways to keep your orientation.  If her 
confusion was that great, why not admit it to the controllers?  More links in 
the chain… 

She didn’t seem able to act on tasks such as fly “direct to the numbers”, 
appearing to maintain a standard base-to-final trajectory instead.  More 
than once on her approach, she was far too high to be able to land and 
had to do go-arounds.  Yet she continued to acquiesce to whatever the 
controllers told her to do without question.  Yet more links… 

Were some of the directions verbose?  Yes, probably.  But this low-time 
pilot thinks that they were trying their best to work with her, to help her get 
the plane down safely.  They tried short and sweet instructions; those 
didn’t seem to work as the situation deteriorated.  I think they were trying 
their best to get through to her and to help. 

Above all, from all appearances, this pilot made the ultimate error that you 
CFIs teach and preach about:  she did not fly the plane.  She did not main-
tain airspeed, she did not follow what she had to know about doing go-
arounds (airspeed first, then nose up, then flaps up, all in safe fashion).  
Instead, she was below stall speed when she lost control and the worst 
happened. 

CFIs, use this accident as a teaching tool.  What happens if you don’t 
practice IMSAFE?  Get-there-itis?  Judgment on choosing destination 
airports.  How to use the EFB.  Have an airport plate with you, particularly 
when flying into an unknown Class B airport.  Above all, KNOW HOW TO 
SAY “UNABLE”.  As the old song goes, “teach your children well…” 

Blue skies and fair winds, 

Susan Haass 
Editor 

FROM “THE RIGHT SEAT”: 
UNABLE.  WE GET TO SAY THAT, TOO. 

TPA & THE CHART SUPPLEMENT 

THE ACCIDENT CHAIN: 
A PRIVATE PILOT’S PERSPECTIVE 

 

https://www.click2houston.com/news/investigates/ntsb-interviews-reveal-problems-with-hobby-air-traffic-control-tower
https://www.click2houston.com/news/investigates/ntsb-interviews-reveal-problems-with-hobby-air-traffic-control-tower
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2w5gIEmVIXo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2w5gIEmVIXo&feature=youtu.be


Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   All you 
need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put in the 
discount code of GHAFI. 

Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 48 members.  If 
your dues are not current, remember this is how we finance safety 
meetings, etc. 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or your due 
date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, GHAFI Secretary, 
carolav8@att.net. 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI pilots to 
attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive page.  
This will contain documents, newsletters, event photos etc.  
The more we have the better this will be.  If you have any 
documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please send to Carol 
Brackley.  Send digital items by email: carolav8@att.net; send 
hard copies and printed photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, 
Katy TX 77449. Your assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member classified 
ads relating to aviation are free. If you are looking for 
something or selling something, let us help.  Also, business 
classified ads are very reasonable.  Contact Carol for details. 

1984 Malibu, N43605, 4419TT, 1376SMOH, Garmin 430W, 
XM WX, KX53, KT196, GTX 327, KFC150 (Altitude pre-select), 
KMA 24, Radar altimeter,  engine analyzer, Known Ice, air 
conditioning, RAM Cooling Mod (Nose Gear Doors Removed 
and an air scoop added in the nose gear well), annual due 
7/2019. $179,000, Fly it home today, ready to go. 210 kt 
airplane, service ceiling 25,000 feet, 18g/hr, 6 seats, 6 hour 
range, single engine land airplane.  John VanPaasschen 713-
690-8523

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument panel, 
Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel computers, altimatic III 
autopilot. Excellent trainer or long cross country aircraft.  Also, 
basic 1966 Cessna 172, great time builder.  Contact Ted Miller: 
hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

Calendar of Events: 

Valentine’s Day  14 February 2019 
Quarterly BoD Meeting  19 February 2019 
GHAFI Activity March 2019 
GHAFI Quarterly Safety Meeting 20 April 2019 

Express Jet Center, KIAH 
Quarterly BoD Meeting 21 May 2019 
Elections June 2019 

All GHAFI members are always encouraged to attend all 
GHAFI activities. 

CLASSIFIEDS
NAFI MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERS

GOOGLE DRIVE

Greater Houston Area Safety Seminars 

Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT) 
Bob Downing, ATP, CFII, Owner of WRD Aviation 

Wednesday, 20 February, 7:00 p.m., Anson Aviation, KSGR 

Airport Operations 
Randy “Chip” Dale, Airside Operation Manager, KIAH 

Tuesday, 26 February, 7:00 p.m., Upstairs in the terminal, KIWS 

mailto:carolav8@att.net


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.org 
 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 
Officers and Directors: 
 
President Greg White gpwhite73@att.net 
Vice  Pres Gary Whitfield gw@garywhitfield.com 
Secretary Carol Brackley carolav8@att.net 
Treasurer Harry Johnson hjohnson@usflightclub.com  
Directors Mike Barksdale barksdale787@gmail.com 
 Robert Boettcher robtboet@gmail.com 
 Becky Lutte rlutte@me.com 
 Maureen Garrow maureengarrow@hotmail.com 
 Rick Rawlings ricksdpemail@gmail.com 
 John Van Paaschen jvp30117@msn.com 
 Martin Wolff martin.wolff@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster Tim Vogt vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors seeks to 
provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display 
their wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the 
level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork 
within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work together toward 
a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward 
organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that may inspire 
common people to attain uncommon results.  

WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is 
interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education and 
promoting aviation safety.  

WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; 
mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as 
other group activities that may be undertaken by the Association; as 
well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, 
airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  

WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly 
Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. Other 
quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; 
September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  

WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the 
business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral right 
to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve 
conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908. 
GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the 
industry that has given so much to us. 

 

THE BENEFITS OF GHAFI GHAFI MEMBERSHIP 
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