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Happy New Year everyone! I hope that you all had a wonderful 
Holiday Season. With the New Year here, it is time for us to get 
back to work. On that note, the first order of business is the Janu-
ary Quarterly training event. Due to the government shut down, 
your BOD has made the decision to cancel this event since we will 
be unable to have the Feds post our event in their usual notifica-
tions of upcoming events to the aviators in the area. Your BOD will 
revisit this event at our February meeting so stay tuned for further 
updates.  

In the meantime, we are recommending the AOPA event at West 
Houston Airport on the 22nd at 9AM as a substitute. Local AOPA 
Representative Pat Brown will be hosting a presentation on getting 
“rusty” aviators (like me…) back into compliance and thus back in 
the air. It should be quite informative and even if you are current 
and flying now, you never know what might be lurking just around 
the corner that could knock out of the skies for a while (trust me!). 
It might prove helpful for you or maybe someone you know to have 
this information at some future date. Barring anything unforeseen, 
I hope to see you there. 

Looking ahead to February, Robbie is moving forward with his 
presentation to the BOD at next month’s meeting. As I alluded to in 
last month’s newsletter, his work has the potential to be transform-
ative for GHAFI and its future. Want to know more? Then plan to 
attend next month’s meeting. After all and as always, these meet-
ing are open to all GHAFI members and guests. Please see Su-
san’s sidebar on upcoming events for details. 

Well, it looks like Weiser Airpark will be closing soon. In the immor-
tal words of Freddie Mercury, “Another one bites the dust…” Hav-
ing had the good fortune to be “Weiser alumni” after a short stint 
there as a flight instructor in the late seventies, I find this heart-
breaking. At the time, for a budding young aviator, Weiser did not 
offer the flash and glamor as well as the potential job exposure 
that some of the other local satellite airports offered but I too suc-
cumbed to its sport flyer laid back ways. It was a truly great place 
to hang out and be an airport bum. I had some wonderful adven-
tures there. Met many friends for life there. Yet another piece of 
my early career slipping away. This list is getting long for me. 
Spaceland Airpark where I soloed, Andrau Airpark where I worked 
for several years, and the Clearlake STOLport, just to name a few.  
I will miss it, as I know many of you will too. I miss all of them. 

 

 
 
 
 
On a more upbeat note, Associate member and our new web-
master, Tim Vogt, has gotten our website updated and promises 
to keep it so along with some improvements in the works. 
Thanks Tim, much appreciated.  

Don’t forget our Facebook page. Please post your pictures, sto-
ries, and comments. Might be a good place to share your feel-
ings about Weiser or whatever. 

Once again, that’s enough for now. 

FLY SAFE!!! 

Greg White 
GHAFI President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The below is a new feature in our GHAFI newsletter. 
 
 
 

  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FLIGHT PLANS 

GHAFI Upcoming Events 
NOTICE REGARDING  

QUARTERLY SAFETY MEETING 
 

Our January Safety Meeting, discussed in last month’s newsletter, 
has been cancelled.  However, there are a number of safety 

seminars scheduled in the Greater Houston Area for the month of 
January.  Please see below. 

 
Greater Houston Area Safety Seminars 

 
Peaks to Pavement:  Applying Lessons from the Backcountry 

Monday, 14 January, 7:00 p.m. Lone Star Flight Museum 
Tuesday, 15 January, 7:00 p.m. Wyndham Houston West 

 
The ABCs of Advanced Aviation Training Devices (AATDs) 
Learning through flight simulation using Aviation Training Devices 

Wednesday, 16 January, 7:00 p.m., Anson Aviation, KSGR 
 

Fly the Airplane 
Tuesday, 22 January, 7:00 p.m., Upstairs in the terminal, KIWS 

http://www.ghafi.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interesting read in a recent AVwebFlash email blast regarding 
an accident back in 1960 when “…one of the first jetliners, a 
United DC-8, collided with a piston TWA Super Connie over 
Staten Island.”  “United overshot a holding fix and clipped 
TWA inbound for the LaGuardia ILS.” 

We rely heavily on GPS navigation and moving map displays 
now.  We rely heavily on “Radar Contact” from ATC.  What if 
the lights went out?  What if radar went down, or we were in a 
non radar coverage area?  I have seen it as recently as within 
the past year.  VOR/DME Arc approaches to minimums, 
VOR/DME Arc transition to ILS to minimums, non radar, 
mountainous terrain, night, no moon, first time to land at the 
airport. 

Glad it was two “older than dirt” pilots on the airplane those 
times.  We had iPads, we had moving map displays, but we 
flew the airplane old school, VOR, VOR/DME, and we made 
position reports.  Non Radar Position Reports. 

There appears to be a good bit of interest in Instrument ratings 
these days.  As Instructors, let us make sure we cover all the 
bases.  The GPS stuff is easy.  Let’s make sure we give 
people a good background in VOR, non radar, and NORDO 
procedures as well. 

Make sure an Instrument Candidate understands the 
difference between “Cleared To ____” and “Cleared Direct To 
_____”.  One is a Clearance Limit, the other direct routing. 

Good read here: 

https://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/101/4223-
full.html?ET=avweb:e4223:2419777a:&st=email#232059 

Fly safe, 

Gary Whitfield 
GHAFI VP 

 
 

 

 

 

Once upon a time, during the second half of the last century and the first 
portion of this, there was a magical place called Weiser Airpark.  Known as 
“the friendliest airport in the United States,” this place was just outside 
Houston, off Highway 290 in Cypress, Texas.  It was more than an airport, 
it was a community; the “residents,” pilots with hangars there, pilots with 
planes there, pilots who trained there, loved to spend as much time as 
possible in the magic that was the airpark. 

In 1951, Cecil and Robert Weiser bought 103 acres of land on the west 
side of Huffmeister to add to their 165-acre dairy farm on the east side of 
Huffmeister.  At the time, there was a small grass airstrip on the acreage 
called F.H. Jackson Airport.  In 1963, the Weisers built the first 10-hangar 
row, put in the gas pump, and renamed it Weiser Airpark.  In 1964, they 
added another row of hangars and separated the 31-acre airport property 
from the farm with a fence. 

In 1980 runway 09-27 was paved and runway lights installed.  In 2000, a 
self-serve credit card system was installed next to the gas pump; prior to 
that, fuel and oil were purchased on the honor system.  There have been 
several flight training operations and mechanic shops there through the 
years; currently, The Flight School still operates from there, as does JABB 
Aircraft Services.  The hangars are still full, tie-downs are numerous. 

But, Robert Weiser passed away in 2013, Cecil passed in November 
2017.  At that point, it was obvious that Weiser Airpark’s days were num-
bered. 

Many of you have had a relationship with Weiser.  You learned to fly there, 
taught there, rented aircraft there, went there to practice crosswind land-
ings.  My fellow associate members and I consider Weiser to be our home 
airport; we hangar there. 

Or, we did hangar there.  Fast-forward to the reality of today.  Weiser, 
unfortunately, is apparently destined to join Andrau Airpark, Westheimer 
Air Park, Town & Country Airport, Airman’s Field, and so many more for-
mer Houston area airports.  As most of you have heard, a 102-acre parcel 
of property containing Weiser is now up for sale.  We don’t know if there’s 
a contract on it yet or not; in some ways, it no longer matters.  We’ve re-
ceived “the letter,” most of us are in the process of making other arrange-
ments for our airplanes.  The reality is that we don’t know just how long the 
airport has.  When it sells, perhaps it will find its way onto the Abandoned 
& Little-Known Airfields - Texas page (URL follows). (http://www.airfields-
freeman.com/TX/Airfields_TX.htm) 

What we know is that we will miss it, that we will always cherish our time 
there.  We also know, as do many of you, just how sad it is to witness the 
death of an airport. 

Blue skies and fair winds, 

Susan Haass 
Editor 

  

FROM THE VEEP: 
WHEN IFR CHANGED 

IN A NEW YORK MINUTE 

DEATH OF AN AIRPARK 

https://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/101/4223-full.html?ET=avweb:e4223:2419777a:&st=email#232059
https://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/101/4223-full.html?ET=avweb:e4223:2419777a:&st=email#232059
http://www.airfields-freeman.com/TX/Airfields_TX.htm
http://www.airfields-freeman.com/TX/Airfields_TX.htm


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Interested in joining or renewing your membership in NAFI?   
All you need to do to receive a discount on your dues is to put 
in the discount code of GHAFI. 

 

 

Thanks to all who have renewed.  We currently have 49 
members.  If your dues are not current, remember this is how 
we finance safety meetings, etc. 

 

If you would like to check the status of your membership or 
your due date for dues, please contact Carol Brackley, 
GHAFI Secretary, carolav8@att.net. 

 

Help us increase our ranks by asking other CFIs and non-CFI 
pilots to attend our seminars and consider joining us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember, we are working on our Google Drive page.  
This will contain documents, newsletters, event photos etc.  
The more we have the better this will be.  If you have any 
documents or photos relating to GHAFI, please send to Carol 
Brackley.  Send digital items by email: carolav8@att.net; send 
hard copies and printed photos by mail: 20539 Patriot Park Ln, 
Katy TX 77449. Your assistance is appreciated. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS:  Individual member 
classified ads relating to aviation are free. If you are 
looking for something or selling something, let us help.  
Also, business classified ads are very reasonable.  
Contact Carol for details. 

1984 Malibu, N43605, 4419TT, 1376SMOH, Garmin 
430W, XM WX, KX53, KT196, GTX 327, KFC150 
(Altitude pre-select), KMA 24, Radar altimeter,  engine 
analyzer, Known Ice, air conditioning, RAM Cooling Mod 
(Nose Gear Doors Removed and an air scoop added in 
the nose gear well), annual due 7/2019. $179,000, Fly it 
home today, ready to go. 210 kt airplane, service ceiling 
25,000 feet, 18g/hr, 6 seats, 6 hour range, single engine 
land airplane.  John VanPaasschen 713-690-8523 

FOR SALE: 1978 piper Aztec with full dual instrument 
panel, Garmin 430, MX 20 MFD, RDR150, fuel 
computers, altimatic III autopilot. Excellent trainer or long 
cross country aircraft.  Also, basic 1966 Cessna 172, 
great time builder.  Contact Ted Miller: 
hughbring@aol.com; 832-302-9498. 

 

 
 

Calendar of Events: 
(all tentative as of January) 

 
19 February Quarterly BoD Meeting 
 
16 March GHAFI Activity 
 
20 April GHAFI Quarterly Safety Meeting 
 
All GHAFI members are always encouraged to attend all 

GHAFI activities. 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 

NAFI MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERS 

GOOGLE DRIVE 

Weiser Airpark 

mailto:carolav8@att.net


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors 
(GHAFI) 

19728 Saums Road, PMB #141 
Houston, TX 77084 

www.ghafi.org 
 

A professional association for the promotion of aviation 
safety and instructor education, standards and welfare. 

 
Officers and Directors: 
 
President Greg White gpwhite73@att.net 
Vice  Pres Gary Whitfield gw@garywhitfield.com 
Secretary Carol Brackley carolav8@att.net 
Treasurer Harry Johnson hjohnson@usflightclub.com  
Directors Mike Barksdale barksdale787@gmail.com 
 Robert Boettcher robtboet@gmail.com 
 Becky Lutte rlutte@me.com 
 Maureen Garrow maureengarrow@hotmail.com 
 Rick Rawlings ricksdpemail@gmail.com 
 John Van Paaschen jvp30117@msn.com 
 Martin Wolff martin.wolff@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster Tim Vogt vogtnetworks@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors seeks to 
provide a forum in which the Flight Instructor Community can display 
their wares, hone their skills and unite with their peers to raise the 
level of competence, safety and stature of Aviation Education. The 
ultimate goal of the Association is to develop a system of Teamwork 
within the Aviation Industry that will allow us to work together toward 
a common goal, to direct individual accomplishment toward 
organizational achievement and to provide the fuel that may inspire 
common people to attain uncommon results.  
WHO: All Flight and Ground Instructors, as well as anyone who is 
interest in exploring and advancing their aviation education and 
promoting aviation safety.  
WHAT: Four quarterly safety meetings/seminars; free breakfasts; 
mentorship and information from seasoned, experienced flight 
instructors at your fingertips; fly-outs; Christmas party, as well as 
other group activities that may be undertaken by the Association; as 
well as the latest, up-to-the-minute changes in rules, regulations, 
airspace, etc. for those who really need to know!  
WHEN: Quarterly Seminars: January, April, July, October. Quarterly 
Business Meetings: February, May, August, November. Other 
quarterly activities: March - flying activity; June - Annual Meeting; 
September - flying activity; December - Christmas Party.  
WHY: “Every person owes a part of his time and money to the 
business or industry in which he is engaged. No one has a moral right 
to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve 
conditions within his sphere.” President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908. 
GHAFI offers a program through which we may each give back to the 
industry that has given so much to us. 

 

THE BENEFITS OF GHAFI GHAFI MEMBERSHIP 
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